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educate themselves. It is no surprise that education and trust is one of the core foundations behind any project.

By living and working together with the villagers HADF can build this foundation. Although sustainable
agricuiture is considered to make less profit, in long run it will beneficial because by restoring the fertility of
fand it will allow land utilisation that can maximize return. It is hoped that through study tours as well as the
activities and success of other farmers, particularly [but not exclusively] the agricultural leader that those not
employing the measures will be encouraged to change. If it is found too difficult to get a particular farmer to
incorporate an environmentally friendly technique, such as a farmer who continuously grows cash crops rather
than cover cropping, then HADF tries to help them obtain some sort of job so this additional income can

compensate reduction of cash cropping.

The incorporation of technology into its projects can offer further interesting insight into the HADF
approach. Often rural development textbooks may recommend the introduction of agricultural infrastructure
[such as machine ploughs or rice mills] as a means to increase land productivity. While benefits may be
conceivable, the reality is that for the Paka-Sukjai villagers the technology just might not be feasible. This is not
just a question of monetary constraint’ but also of environmental, cultural and physical kinds. The difficulty
involved in developing some resources in the mountainous areas they lve and farm in is one obvious illustration
of these other constraints. The channel irrigation system constructed by HADF is a good example of how
appropriste technology can be applied. By bagging and filling plastic containers with sand and soil a ‘check

dam’ can effectively direct water flows to fields. The project has some very positive characteristics:

* It uses simple technology that allows ease of construction and understanding,.

* ]t is flexible enough to move when needed i.e. as the source or desired direction of the water changes.
* 1t is relatively inexpensive - all together it costs no more then 10,000 baht, and

* It is environmentally friendly.

Another interesting example of HADF’s approach to adapt modern technology to the contingent
circumstances is the development of tissue cultures. With the assistance from the Ministry and Agriculture and
Science, success has been seen in the ability to adapt and simplify the techniques employed so to enable the
constructing of a laboratory in its training center and employ villagers as staff. The requirement of air-
conditioning [and the resulting electricity cost] was eliminated through the use of a system of air-filters and
ventilation. While tissue cultivation is often thought of as a highly skilled process, the training center found
procedures that are relatively simple perform... even the villagers are able to perform the task after training. This
project complements the aim of self-sufficiency under a method of sustainable agriculture very well. The tissue
culture center help reproduce various plant life - such as beans that can be used for cover cropping as well as
bananas plants that villagers can obtain at nominal or zero costs to disperse into the forests. Presently the village
staff are experimenting with various plants to see what has potential to be promoted in the future.

Both these applications of modern technology have very interesting features enabling them to be called
‘appropriate’. They also may have strong possibility to be applied to other similar rural development projects.

T Remember income is at a level such that everyday appliances that we take for granted [TV’s, radio’s etc] are not so
common let alone agricultural machinery.













































































