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Chapter 4 Local Culture and Education {Working Group 4)

of Education plays an important role as a coordinator. Local schools adapted Monbukagakusho’s
curriculum by designing and including their own comprehensive classes covering local culture

and history (“furosato gakushuu™), which are relevant to and serve the needs of their town.

3. Analysis and Findings Regarding Local Culture and Education
in Gujo Hachiman Town

Each member in our group concentrated on one of the following aspects of local culture

and education as stated below.

3-1. Coordination among stakeholders

3-2. The “Town’s Vision”

3-3. Human Resources Development and the U-Turn Policy
3-4. Preservation of Traditional Culture

3-5. Gujo Dance

3-6. Education for International Understanding

3-7. Environmental Education

In terms of integrated social and economic development, coordination amongst each
stakeholder is crucial. Each of the stakeholders we addressed in our research in Gujo Hachiman
Town — the Town Hall, the private business sector, schools, NPOs, and local residents —
actively participate and work together in order to solve the challenges of their social and
economic well-being, Like other small-to-medium sized towns and cities, Gujo Hachiman Town is
also confronted with the demographic issues of an aging and shrinking population, urban
migration, a continuing economic recession, a diminishing sense of love of one’s hometown, and
the degradation of the local natural environment. Addressing these issues is the challenge facing
Gujo Hachiman’s townspeople. In order to solve these problems, the town hall with support from
each stakeholder is putting great effort into: coordinating funds to promote the business sector;
sharing and distributing materials about the “town vision”; launching a town promotion campaign
through tourist activities; and working to increase the sense of love of one’s hometown. As a
result of our field survey and observations, we realized that despite many benefits from these
efforts, coordination among stakeholders could be improved in many aspects.

With respect to formal education, from our observations at both the Elementary and
Junior High Schools we found that schools play a vital role in maintaining their local culture and

protecting the town’s rich natural resources. Their classes appear to comprehensively address the
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