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Perspectives on High Schools and Local Communities in the Declining Birthrates Society:
Based on Fieldwork in Seki City, Gifu Prefecture

Yasuhito TAMMA (Chiba University)

1. Educational Reform of High Schools and Regional Collaboration in Japan

In recent years, Japan's declining birthrate has led to a reorganization of public schools, not only elementary and junior
high schools but also upper secondary schools. Although high schools are not compulsory education, the percentage of
students who go on to high school education is 98.7% (according to the 2023 “Basic School Survey”). Therefore, there are
some high schools that have taken steps to reduce the number of applicants, reorganize courses, and even consolidate schools
in response to the impact of the decline in the population of young people.

In January 2021, the Central Council for Education compiled a report entitled “Toward the Construction of New
Japanese-Style School Education in the Era of Reiwa: Realization of Individual Optimal Learning and Collaborative
Learning that Draws Out the Potential of All Children.” The report stated that the government would take steps to reform
the “general course” in high schools, such as making it more flexible and attractive for students. It also indicated the direction
of further promoting high schools' attractiveness and distinctive features and developing learning based on cooperation and
collaboration with higher educational institutions and local communities.

Therefore, this paper summarizes the findings of the author's participation in the 2023 DFW as a GSID Visiting
Researcher. In particular, I would like to suggest the perspective of how to capture the efforts of high schools in Seki City.

2. Collaboration between Three High Schools in Seki City and the Local Community

There are three high schools in Seki City; two prefectural high schools, Seki High School (a quota of 280 students in the
general course per grade) and Seki-uchi High School (a quota of 105 students in the general course and 35 students in the
life design course per grade), and one city municipal high school, Seki Business High School (a quota of 80 students in the
mechanics course, 40 students in the construction engineering course, 40 students in the electro-mechanics course, and 120
students in the general business course per grade). Characteristics of the educational environment in the city can be pointed
out as the presence of both prefectural and municipal schools and the fact that there are not only general courses but also
several specialized courses.

Speaking about the policy of prefectural high school education, the Gifu Prefectural Board of Education has been
presenting the “Program for the Revitalization of Gifu Prefectural High Schools” since 2016 in response to the Second Basic
Educational Development Plan, “The Second Gifu Prefecture Education Vision from 2014 to 2018.” As a grand design for
the revitalization of prefectural high schools, the report states that the career paths of students in specialized courses vary
from course to course, while schools with general courses are classified into the following three categories: schools with
many students going on to highly selective universities, schools with many students proceeding to universities, and schools
with a variety of career paths. For each category, the report presents basic ideas and concrete measures for revitalization.
“Enhancement of career education and career support systems” and “development of human resources sought by the
community” are presented as the essential factors for all types of schools. In other words, even in the case of preparatory
high schools, where many students go on to universities outside the prefecture and do not necessarily have a strong “local
orientation” in their career choices, it is essential to emphasize the perspective of “fostering human resources for the local

community.” This has been one of the keys to Gifu Prefecture's policy of revitalizing prefectural high schools.
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In the Third Basic Educational Development Plan from 2019 to 2023, the basic concept was to nurture children who can
be proud of their hometowns and will lead Gifu Prefecture. The following five categories were used to organize each school's
challenges: 1) High schools that revitalize with the community, 2) High schools that explore issues closely related to the
community, 3) High schools that explore issues from a cross-curricular and global perspective, such as STEAM education,
4) Specialty high schools in cooperation with local businesses, and 5) Projects to experience the charms of the hometown.
Seki High School is promoting problem-based research as a “Flagship of Regional co-creation High School (FRH),” which
can be categorized as item (3). Meanwhile, Seki-uchi High School corresponds to item (1) and is holding a marché in
cooperation with local communities in 2022. They also invite local people as a teacher.

In 2018, high school attendance areas in Gifu prefecture were reorganized, abolishing six zones that had previously
divided the prefecture. As a result, students not only from Seki, Mino, and Gujo Cities but also from Mino-Kamo and Kani
Cities are allowed to attend two prefectural high schools in Seki City. As students come from a wider range of areas, it is
important to reconsider the area of regional human resources development. It is also important to consider how to expand
the scope of cooperation with local organizations and municipalities from the Seki City level to other areas of Gifu Prefecture.

On the other hand, Seki Business High School has received many offers from local organizations to collaborate with the
school, and students have participated in various community and business activities'. It can be said that the following two
factors have made the partnership between the community and the high school attractive: 1) Seki City has been the establisher
of the high school, and 2) the graduates are employed by local businesses and are active in their respective fields. Meanwhile,
when the demands and expectations from local businesses and other organizations exceed, managing the school's

educational activities is important by appropriately allocating partners for cooperation.

3. Regional Cooperation and Regional Perceptions for High School Students

Finally, I would like to consider what these policies mean for students. In municipalities and regions where the very
survival of high schools is at stake, improving the attractiveness of the school itself may be prioritized over student learing.
However, the original purpose of the policy is to enhance learning for students through regional collaboration, and to
contribute to the improvement of each students’ academic performance and the realization of their career path. In this context,
the most memorable part of the 2023 DFW for me was the group discussion held on October 5, 2023 with students engaged
in inquiry-based activities at Seki High School. In order to clarify the students' perception of the community, the discussion
was based on the question, “What does the local community mean to you?”

From the discussion, I can point out that the students had a positive view of the local community. Some of the most
impressive student comments are below.

“Now I feel the local community is very warm because they helped us for their own sake but for the sake of the local
children.”

“Now I recognize Seki City as a warm community, and I am proud of my hometown, Seki.”

In addition, one of the students said “Until junior high school, I had a vague impression that ‘Seki City is just famous for
its cutlery.” However, as 1 got to know the people in the community, I began to be able to imagine specific people who made
those cutlery items. I think the attractiveness of Seki City is not only the cutlery, but also the people who are involved with
the cutlery. I feel that my perception of the goodness of Seki City has become more concrete.” From this narrative, we can

point out that her focus has shifted to the specific people of the local community. Furthermore, one student described the

! Interview from the vice principal of Seki Business High School, conducted on October 4, 2023.
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community as “a place that gives us opportunities to grow.” There is also another symbolic narrative; “the community has
been quite supportive. 1 still get a lot of help from them, so I think we need to do a little more on our own.”

High school students are in the process of deciding the direction of their own lives, including the option of leaving their
hometowns. For this reason, students are increasingly interested in people living in society, that is, adults living in the
community, not only in school or at home. Through the discussion, it was observed that the students have formed an
awareness for the people in the local community.

Based on this dialogue, it can be said that making a high school attractive is not like finding its own unique color of the
school. It is more like supporting individualized and optimized inquiry-based activities for each student, which leads to the
overall colorfulness created by stimulating each other's learning and make each school unique again. In addition, it is
important to note that the number of participants in Seki High School's inquiry-based activity teams is not evenly distributed.
Teams are formed based on the students' awareness of issues and themes. Therefore, there are teams with a large number of
students and teams with a small number of students.

If we are to explore the direction of educational policies to make high schools more distinctive and attractive based on
the issues and ideas that each student finds in the local community, it is important to understand how students form their
perceptions of the local community through their activities and how they relate to their own academic abilities and career
paths. Future research will need to include a multifaceted, follow-up analysis of the results of inquiry activities, including
how regional perceptions are transformed throughout the 12 years of elementary, junior high and senior high school.
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1. Introduction

Japan is one of the most rapidly aging societies in the world, with an average age of 48.6 and a fertility rate of 1.36 in
2020 (Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, n.d.). The share of young citizens has been declining continuously in recent
decades. This development is felt particularly strongly in rural and small-town communities, which often experience a
migration of their young to the larger cities in search of educational and working opportunities, leaving such communities
with a declining number of workers, as well as young families, which could raise the coming generation of inhabitants of
the town or area. Local manufacturing companies increasingly struggle to fill their vacant positions. This shortage is
addressed by hiring foreign workers to fill in the gaps and ensure continuing productivity, especially through programs such
as the Technical Intern Training Program1. Programs like this aim to address the economic issues that arise from a declining
population. However, an increase in foreign residents could also alleviate the demographic crisis in general. If (former)
Technical Intern Trainees settle long-term in the towns they were assigned to during their traineeship and start families of
their own, this could play a part in revitalizing rural communities and lowering their average age. However, migration can
only be successful if foreign residents and Japanese locals find ways to form a harmonious society with meaningful
connections that go beyond the bounds of shared origin or ethnicity. As many long-term immigration countries have
experienced, reaching successful harmonious society is a complex issue that depends on a variety of factors and also a
process that takes time.

In this research, we are conducting a case study of Seki City in Gifu prefecture to gain insights into the current integration
of foreign residents in rural and small-town Japanese communities. Located in Central Japan and close to the metropolitan
area of Nagoya City, Japan's 4th largest city, it is a good example of the issues described above. At the same time, Seki City
is home to a sizable community of foreign residents of various nationalities. It has a variety of local companies that employ
foreign workers including Technical Intem Trainees, therefore offering a good example of the situation many similar

Japanese communities are currently experiencing.

1.1 Research Objective and Research Questions

The principal aim of this study is to explore the intricacies of the coexistence process between foreign residents and local
communities, with a specific focus on Seki City. By doing so, the research seeks to uncover the current state of coexistence
between foreign residents and local communities and its wider societal implications.

To achieve the research objectives, the following questions will guide the investigation:
1. What factors contribute to the ease or difficulty of foreigners integrating into Seki City?
2. How do foreign residents engage with and utilize the existing administrative services provided by Seki City, and

what challenges do they face?

3. What are the perceptions of Japanese residents in Seki City concerning the arrival of new foreign residents from

various countries?

1.2 Research Significance
The motivation behind this research is deeply rooted in the unique circumstances facing Seki City. The city is not only

navigating a decline in its population and an aging demographic but is also witnessing a notable migration of its residents to

'A program established in 1993 with the aim of transferring knowledge, skills and technology to developing countries and

promoting international cooperation through the development of human resources.
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larger metropolitan areas. In this context, the deliberate infusion of foreign residents is a crucial strategy to counterbalance
these demographic shifts. Understanding the experiences of these new residents becomes paramount, not just for their
successful integration but for the overall revitalization and sustainability of Seki City. By delving into their stories, challenges,
and contributions, this research aspires to provide insights that can inform policies and initiatives, fostering a harmonious

and resilient community in Seki City.

2. Background

According to Seki City Public Relations (2022), Seki City is home to more than 2,000 foreign residents from various
countries. Despite the diversity in their countries of origin, these residents inhabit the same geographical locale and coexist
as members of the same community. Within this context, we have undertaken the task of soliciting the candid perspectives
of three Vietnamese residents. As Seki City endeavors to foster a sense of unity in shaping its future, they initiate this journey

towards mutual comprehension by first acquainting ourselves with one another.

Figure 1: Seki City foreigner population
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Note: Seki City's foreign population from 2000 to 2023.
Source: Seki City: https:/www.city.seki.lg.jp/0000004799.html

Due to the spread of COVID-19, the number of foreign residents, which had been decreasing since the first year of
Reiwa (2019), has begun to increase again since 2021. Particularly, there has been a significant increase in residents coming
from Vietnam, including Technical Intern Trainees. Additionally, there is a noticeable upward trend in residents coming
from the Philippines (Seki International Exchange Association, 2023).

Several organizations contribute to integrating Japanese and foreign residents in Seki City, including the Gifu
International Center, Seki International Exchange Association, and Gifu Foreign Residents Support Center. Gifu
International Center (GIC) is a community-based organization for international exchange in Gifu prefecture. As a regional
hub for international exchange, GIC supports the creation of a multicultural society while contributing to mutual
understanding and friendship between different nations through the rich natural environment, history, culture, and other
resources in Gifu Prefecture. As of the 1st of April 2012, GIC became a public interest corporation and is continuing to
promote multiculturalism, international exchange, and international cooperation. GIC organizes several events and services
for Japanese and foreign residents in Gifu prefecture (Gifu International Center, n.d.).

Seki International Exchange Association is the main international organization in Seki city. The Seki City International

Exchange Association aims to promote international exchange and multicultural coexistence in the fields of education,
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culture, academia, industry, and economy, to contribute to the creation of a vibrant community. By engaging with people
from around the world and fostering mutual understanding and friendship, the association strives to develop a rich sense of
international awareness and positively contribute to building a hopeful town (Seki International Exchange Association,
2023).

Masayuki Tsunekawa as cited by Seki City Public Relations (2022) mentioned the establishment of the Seki
International Exchange Association in 1994 aimed to provide support for the children of Seki City, enabling them to gain an
international perspective. Alongside cultivating exchanges with sister cities, their ambition also includes aiding the increasing
number of foreign laborers and their families in adjusting to life in Japan. Specifically, there is an aspiration for children
arriving in Japan with their families to develop an affinity for the nation, seamlessly integrate into Japanese customs, and
ultimately contribute to Japan's advancement. Furthermore, there is a desire for these individuals to regard Seki City as a
secondary home, even upon their return to their home countries. By facilitating opportunities for mutual comprehension and
the exchange of knowledge, there is a belief that people can naturally embrace and empathize with each other, fostering a
sense of solidarity.

Mainly, Seki City International Exchange Association organizes academic classes in Japanese and English education
for Seki city residents, such as Wednesday Japanese language classes (reading, writing, listening and speaking), Sunday
Japanese language class (Japanese-Language Proficiency Test: JLPT N3), Saturday Oshaberi Room (daily conversation in
Japanese) Wakakusa online class (lessons for junior high school students), Tsubasa class (lessons for elementary school
students), and Asakura Tsubasa class (lessons for children). Several activities are also held for the integration of foreign and
Japanese residents. For instance, there is an international cafe where people can experience foreign citizens’ home country
foods and communicate with each other. It publishes its own newspaper about life and activity in Seki City (Seki
International Exchange Association, 2023).

The last organization is the Gifu Foreign Residents Support Center. In this center, foreigners can receive support not
only in Japanese language but also in their daily lives. At MMM (Minnade Michibiku Mirai) JAPAN, foreigners can study
for JLPT at their Japanese language class. Technical Intern Trainees also can obtain assistance in that kind of programs such
as Technical Intern Trainee Life Support Program: Visiting Technical Intern Trainee and Counseling and Supporting
Japanese Language Instruction and Seminar Lecturer program: One-on one tutoring. (Gifu Foreign Residents Support
Center, n.d.).

3. Literature Review

This study will use Gordon Allport's contact theory as a theoretical framework, which describes the dynamics of
interpersonal relationships and their impact on social attitudes and prejudices, to analyze the research questions. In addition,
it is necessary to specifically define the meaning of “integration” and “‘coexistence” used in this study in order to carry out
this research. To this end, we will explain the contact theory in previous studies and further discuss the concept of regional

integration based on the [OM's definition.

3.1 Contact Theory

Gordon Allport's Contact Theory is primarily outlined in his influential book "The Nature of Prejudice," initially
published in 1954. In this book, Allport extensively discusses the nature of prejudice, stereotypes, and discrimination, and
he introduces the concept of Contact Theory as a means of reducing intergroup tensions and fostering positive relations

between different groups.
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In contrast, Allport's (1954) contact theory asserts that interactions between different social groups result in positive
attitudes towards initially perceived out-group members, primarily due to diminishing prejudice and increasing familiarity.
It emphasizes the significance of the quality of such interactions, identifying optimal conditions as follows: 1) Ensuring equal
status between the involved groups: There should be no hierarchical relationship or power imbalance at play between the
groups. 2) Establishing a shared goal: both groups should share a common goal they are working towards which requires
their joint efforts. 3) Fostering intergroup cooperation: Both groups should be working together in a cooperative manner and
not compete against each other. 4) Receiving institutional support: authorities which are recognized by both groups should
support the interaction between them. This theoretical framework has been extensively applied in research on immigration,
particularly in North America and Europe, as evidenced by studies conducted by scholars such as Ha (2010), Oliver and
Wong (2003), and Wagner et al. (2003, 2006). Scholars in Japan, including Asada (2003) and Horiuchi (2006), have
similarly employed this theory to comprehend Japanese public attitudes towards migrants. Furthermore, the works of
Ohtsuki (2006), and Nukaga (2006) reveal that even superficial contact can mitigate negative perceptions of migrants,
aligning with Pettigrew's (1998) assertions.

3.2 Definition of Regional Integration

The main theme of this study is co-existence between groups. Although existing studies in related areas include many
analyses on integrating immigrants into local communities widely and internationally, there is no unified definition of
integration as its meaning varies depending on the nature and context of the country. Nevertheless, it can be generally
described as "the process by which immigrants become accepted by society as individuals and groups" (IOM, 2011).
Integration refers to a two-way adaptation process between immigrants and receiving societies, not necessarily to specific
formal requirements (e.g., permanent residency or visa ownership), but to their rights and obligations, access to various
services and labor markets. In this study, we apply the definition of "integration" provided by IOM to the meaning of
"coexistence", and define the coexistence as the establishment of common values and mutual respect between foreigners

and residents as necessary for the realization of the diverse society that Seki City is promoting.

4. Methodology

Our research was conducted in a case study format, using Seki City as an example. Data collection was conducted
primarily through interviews, with document analysis and field observations as additional sources of information. First,
document analysis was conducted to familiarize ourselves with the situation of foreign residents in Japan, common
employment schemes such as the technical intern program and the demographic make-up of the foreign resident community
in Seki City, as well as the City’s policies for this community. Subsequently, we visited Seki City on June 23rd, 2023 to
conduct preliminary research. During this first visit, we interviewed three stakeholders from the Seki City Citizen
Collaboration Office and International Exchange Association, the Board of Education, and NPO Gifu Foreigners Support
Center. These interviews helped us understand the administrative support mechanisms in place for foreign residents, as well
as gain first insights into the living situations of foreign residents and some blind spots the stakeholders had regarding foreign
residents' needs.

After analyzing the additional information gathered in these interviews, we developed three interview guides according
to the three groups of potential interviewees we planned to target: foreign residents of Seki City, Japanese locals, and
stakeholders working with or employing foreign residents. In developing and conducting the interviews, we followed the

problem-centered interview (PCI) method. The PCl is an interview method that has been used and developed further since
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the 1970s and is designed to conduct in-depth interviews which focus on a specific topic or aspect of the interviewee's life
while at the same time allowing for a lot of openness. After the initial narration-generating question, the interviewees can
share their experience and understanding of the issue freely and with much detail. The interviewer allows the interviewee to
structure the interview, following the flow of conversation, while using the interview guide as a reference to ensure all
relevant topics are covered. When the interviewee does not touch upon a relevant topic on their own, the interviewer
introduces it actively; the same goes for sub-questions to a relevant topic that has already been touched upon. Follow-up
questions or questions to ensure a statement was understood correctly, as well as questions for further details, can be made
at any time. This method ensures that the interviewer imposes as little as possible on the interviewee and their understanding
of the issue at hand while at the same time ensuring that no significant aspect of the issue gets lost (Witzel & Reiter, 2012).
For the full interview guides, refer to section B of the Appendix.

The main research was conducted during a three-day visit to Seki City between the 4th and the 6th of October 2023. The
interviewees were mostly selected prior to the start of our stay with the help of our academic advisor, as well as Ms. Madoka
Thapa and Ms. Yukie Yamaguchi from the NPO Gifu Foreigners Support Center. Due to the nature of their work, which
largely consists of supporting foreign residents in Seki City, working with companies employing them as well as the Seki
city hall, they have deep knowledge of the topic and an extensive network of relevant stakeholders and thus proved to be
valuable gatekeepers which facilitated our access to many of our interviewees, while also being interviewees, and providing
insights themselves. Figure 2 shows that the coexistence process has different or the same view of foreigners and local
residents or companies and NPO can be the intermediate stakeholders to match the meaning of coexistence between

foreigners and locals.

Figure 2: Framework of Coexistence Process

Japanese
Residents

NPO Foreigh
Support Center

Foreign
Residents

Initially, we had planned to interview a larger number of foreign residents directly, however it proved difficult to reach
a significant number, especially from different countries. Furthermore, language barriers proved to be another limiting factor.
Many foreign residents speak some Japanese, but not at a level that allows for a free flow of conversation in an in-depth
interview. The same is often the case for English. While our research team had an internationally diverse background and
all members can speak several different languages, none had knowledge of the native languages of the main groups of
foreign residents living in Seki City (such as Vietnamese, Chinese or Portuguese). Ultimately, we interviewed two
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Vietnamese foreign residents, with the help of a member of our faculty and former participant in the Domestic Fieldwork
Program who was a native Vietnamese speaker. The rest of the interviews were conducted in Japanese, at times with the
help of our academic advisor and a teaching assistant who translated the conversations from Japanese to English due to the
varying levels of Japanese proficiency within our group. We interviewed two Japanese locals and seven other stakeholders
(Mr. Shuhei Yamada, President of Yamahei Farm and Mr. Motohiro Horibe, President of Shizutech, where the companies
employ foreign residents, Ms. Kazue Sawada and Ms. Narumi Nonomura at Seki City Citizen Collaboration Office &
International Exchange Association, Ms. Madoka Thapa and Ms. Yukie Yamaguchi from NPO Gifu Foreigners Support
Center, and one teacher from the Tsubasa classroom, a language and homework support program for foreign students).
While it would have been useful to include more direct voices from foreign residents to ensure the inclusion of a wide variety
of perspectives, the interviews with stakeholders who work with foreign residents on a daily basis offered a lot of valuable

insights, nevertheless.

Table 1: Interview Schedule during Fieldwork

TIME | 2023 October 4 2023 October 5 2023 October 6

10:00 + Japanese mother (1) * Mr. Yamada (1) * Ms. Sawada (1)

11:00 * Vietnamese mother (2) (President of Yamahei farm) * Ms. Nonomura (1)

12:00 (Seki City Citizen Collaboration
Office & International Exchange
Association)

13:00 * Ms. Thapa (1) * Mr. Muto (1)

14:00 * Ms. Yamaguchi (1) * Mr. Horibe (1)

15:00 (NPO  Gifu  Foreigners | (President of Shizutech) * Mr. Miwa (1)

Support Center)
16:00 + Asakura Tsubasa Classroom (1)
17:00

5. Findings and Discussions

This chapter will describe the interview results and interpret the knowledge we gained through our interviews in the
Japanese context. This chapter will be subdivided into the following three components for discussion in accordance with
each research question: 1) Factors influencing the ease or difficulty of foreigners integrating into Seki City, 2) Foreigners'
utilization of administrative services in Seki City and the challenges encountered, and 3) Japanese residents of Seki City's

sentiments regarding the influx of new foreign residents from diverse countries.

5.1 Factors influencing the ease or difficulty of foreigners integrating into Seki City

Through our research and fieldwork, we could find that there are several issues that make the coexistence of foreigners
into Seki City difficult. By corresponding to contact theory number 2 and 3, there are 3 issues such as a lack of common
goals and intergroup cooperation, language barriers and unequal status among the different groups in the society.

Firstly, in terms of a lack of common goals and intergroup cooperation, through interviews with some former
Vietnamese Technical Intern Trainees, we could check that some of them do not plan a long-term future in Seki city, Japan.
Their primary motivation and purpose for working and staying in this country is to earn money to send back to their families
in Vietnam. The short-term plan can make them only focus on their work and can create a barrier to integration as they may

not invest time and effort into understanding and adapting to the local culture and society. This short-term focus can also
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lead to a mentality of distance or indifference towards the local society. This lack of interest in engaging with the local
community can hinder the development of mutual understanding and respect, which are crucial for successful coexistence.
This is because the personal goals and future plans of these interns are mainly directed towards Vietnam. This orientation
can further reduce their opportunities to engage with the local community and develop shared goals.

The next cause is the language barrier which prevents the integration of foreigners in Seki city. Technical interns without
long-term plans in Japan often face significant language barriers in their daily life. Their low motivation to learn Japanese,
coupled with their short-term stay, results in almost no interactions with locals. This lack of communication can hinder their
understanding of the local culture and society, making coexistence difficult. On the other hand, foreign residents with more
long-term plans or who have spent a longer time in Japan generally have higher motivation and interest, consequently, higher
language skills on average. However, their Japanese language abilities and skills are often too basic to enable deeper
connections with locals or lead to more complex interaction. This can limit their ability to fully enjoy the life in Japan and
integrate into the local community.

Besides, when interpreting our research question in the context of Japan as a whole, it is possible that disparities in
employment opportunities, wage differentials, and housing conditions between low-wage foreign workers and Japanese
locals may be an issue that hinders coexistence based on Contact Theory number 1. Although we did not hear of any
confirming cases through our interviews, issues regarding the situation of low-wage workers, especially technical intern
trainees, are often reported in Japan. According to Nagayoshi (2022), the average wage for technical intern and specified
technical visa holders is less than half that of Japanese workers, due to restrictions on the length of stay in Japan for technical
intern and specified technical visa holders. In Kagoshima Prefecture, there is also a lawsuit by technical intern trainees
claiming damages, NHK (2023). Even if these problems are cases that occur in other regions, if they are perceived by the
technical intern trainees as their current status, it is undeniable that they may cast a negative shadow over the integration of

foreign workers in Japan, especially for technical intern trainees, into the local community.

5.2 Foreigners' utilization of administrative services in Seki City and the challenges encountered.

Through our research we were able to understand that the city hall, especially the Seki City International Exchange
Association, are making active efforts to support foreign residents living in Seki City in their daily life and their interactions
with the city hall in several ways. First of all, they are trying to reduce the language barrier by offering translation services
for all official communication. Difficulty communicating with authorities can be a significant issue in multicultural
communities, for example in daily situations involving bureaucratic tasks, such as renewing documents or health insurance
etc. Furthermore, the city hall tries to actively support foreign residents outside of necessary interactions like the ones
mentioned above by offering Japanese language classes at very affordable prices or organizing international events for both
Japanese locals and foreign residents. These events and services are aimed at facilitating a better integration of foreign
residents into the local community by improving their language ability on the one hand and creating chances to get to know
Japanese locals on the other.

However, it seems that foreign residents are only making limited use of the language programs and events described
above. Furthermore, our interviews with city hall representatives revealed that they were struggling to connect effectively
with foreign residents and had a limited understanding of if and how they organized among themselves, e.g. if there were
individuals that acted as their community’s coordinator which the city hall could communicate with to reach foreign residents

more effectively.
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These findings indicate that this might be due to limited awareness and expectations foreign residents have regarding
institutional support, as well as cultural differences. When being asked about their previous participation in the city hall
programs, our foreign resident interviewees had no experience and a limited awareness about the programs available. They
also had few to no ideas or suggestions when being asked what kind of support or activities from the city hall they wished
would be introduced. They didn't expect significant support from the side of the city hall. Having previous experiences with
different styles of local government might have shaped foreign residents’ expectations of what services they can expect.

When discussing the organizational processes of sports events and the possible participation of foreign residents it
seemed that there were some cultural differences in the way of organizing such events: Some interviewees mentioned an
instance where they were asked to invite foreign residents to register for a sports event by another organization in Gifu
prefecture, for which it was necessary to apply several months in advance. This highly formalized organizational style was
at odds with a more informal, spontaneous organizational style of the foreign residents, who were not used to committing to
such an event so far in advance and would have preferred planning an event more on short notice. Furthermore, there seems
to be no real formalized organization of the (Vietnamese) foreign residents outside of sports either (for example in the form
of cultural associations). While many Vietnamese residents seem to know each other and meet in groups occasionally, this
happens in a private context between fiiends only. Accordingly, there do not seem to be particular individuals that stand out

as community leaders and could act as gatekeepers and points of contact for the city hall.

5.3 Japanese residents of Seki City's sentiments regarding the influx of new foreign residents from diverse countries

During our interviews both with Japanese locals as well as Japanese company owners who described the situation and
experiences of some of their foreign workers, we understood that Japanese residents of Seki City have a variety of attitudes
and perceptions towards the foreign residents living in their community. While many are open and trying to embrace their
city becoming more multicultural, acknowledging these developments as an inherent and positive facet of contemporary
life, the interview results also suggest that not all Japanese in the community necessarily share the same understanding.

In Seki City, the integration of foreign residents unfolds as a complex interplay shaped by various factors, encompassing
individual attitudes, institutional endeavors, and overarching socio-economic dynamics. A significant observation from
fieldwork was that not a few Japanese locals who did not have connections to foreign residents at their work, tended to have
few personal experiences of regular interactions with foreigners. Particularly senior citizens seemed to have little to no
contact and accordingly had very little familiarity with foreign residents living in their community.

This dearth of personal experience may lead differences in understanding between Japanese locals and foreign residents.
Secondary information obtained through interviews revealed that in some cases, when a foreigner in the neighborhood
causes a noise problem, Japanese residents reported to the police without discussing it with the foreigners or with the
company where foreigners work. One of the interviewees mentioned that while there was a noise disturbance caused by the
foreign residents, the neighbor might have felt less bothered if the noisy individuals in question were Japanese, thinking that
they were enjoying a good time with their families. Based on the interview, it seems that those Japanese neighbors do not
necessarily have a negative opinion of their foreign neighbors overall, but they tend to be more worried and more hesitant to
address any issues directly with the foreign residents.

While overall our research suggests that in many cases, there is only limited regular contact between Japanese locals and
foreign residents, and there are some challenges such as language barriers, a variety of services and organizations dedicated
to the support of foreign residents and facilitating their coexistence with the local population do exist. The active pursuit of

relationships with foreign residents by Japanese individuals takes place in various ways. For example, through language
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exchange programs and cultural festivals, they provide opportunities to understand and learn each other's cultures. These
activities enhance mutual understanding and increase a sense of unity and belonging within the community. We also have
encountered stories of locals viewing the foreign residents positively and actively striving to bridge gaps and build
connections. Some interview partners mentioned that perceptions of foreign residents are changing for the better and there
is increased interest in learning more about the foreign residents, stressing the importance of harmonious coexistence and
collaboration between Japanese and foreign residents, especially in the 21st century. These positive attitudes and efforts
provide a foundation for the multicultural society of Seki City to develop, and its residents to acknowledge and respect each
other's differences while creating a more integrated and inclusive community. It plays a crucial role in deepening mutual
understanding, strengthening the sense of community, and creating a society where people respect and cooperate with each
other. This indicates a potential foundation for the development of closer ties and a continuation of Seki City’s path towards

a more multicultural society in the future.

6. Conclusion & Suggestion
In conclusion, our research has highlighted several key areas where proactive measures can be taken to enhance the
integration of foreign residents within the community in Seki City. The multifaceted nature of the recommendations reflects
the diverse needs and challenges this demographic faces. By addressing community organization, language support,
accessibility improvements, and cultural exchange programs, a holistic approach can be adopted to foster inclusivity and
strengthen social cohesion.
Policy recommendations:
1. Community Organization:
To strengthen ties with foreign residents, there is a need for more informal communication channels. Establishing
platforms like Facebook groups or other Social Networking Services (SNS) can facilitate direct and open
communication, enabling communities to share information, and experiences, and build a sense of belonging.
2. Language Support
Recognizing the importance of language proficiency, tailored Japanese classes can significantly benefit specific
groups. Offering classes that align with work schedules and accommodate individuals with childcare
responsibilities can enhance accessibility and encourage participation, promoting linguistic integration.
3. Accessibility Improvements:
Improving accessibility to international exchange programs is crucial for fostering interaction and understanding.
Measures such as reducing participation fees, enhancing transportation options, and organizing casual events can
remove barriers and encourage active engagement in community activities.
4. Cultural Exchange Programs:
Establishing a coordinator role for multicultural and international exchange programs is recommended to
streamline efforts and enhance coordination. This dedicated role can improve the effectiveness of programs,
ensuring that they align with the diverse cultural backgrounds of participants and contribute to a more integrated

and harmonious community.

7. Limitations
This study has limitations that warrant consideration. Firstly, the focus on a specific group of foreign residents

(Vietnamese) may restrict the generalizability of findings to the broader foreign resident population in the studied area.
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Additionally, the small sample size, particularly in direct interviews with Vietnamese residents, poses challenges regarding
potential biases and limited depth of analysis. Future research should aim for a more diverse participant pool to address these
limitations.

Furthermore, time and resource constraints impacted the study's scope, preventing a comprehensive examination
involving a broader range of participants. Despite these limitations, the insights gained provide a foundational understanding

of integration dynamics, forming a basis for further research in diverse communities.
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Appendixes

Appendix A: The Questionnaire for Preliminary Visit

Main Actors Question
Seki City Citizen | 8. Please provide information on your association's international exchange and foreign
Collaboration Office & resident support activities.
International ~ Exchange | 9. Whatare your thoughts on various activities? What activities are successful, and why?
Association (Ms. Sawada & Are there areas for improvement?
Ms. Nonomura): 10. Do you believe that such activities and programs are well-received by foreign
residents and resident Japanese (if question 2 is unanswered)?
11. Do you think the foreign community in Seki City has successfully integrated into the
local community?
12. Have you noticed any changes or effects on coexistence with foreigners through your
activities?
13. Are there any plans to change or add to the current programs?
14. In your opinion, do Japanese individuals (volunteers, instructors, etc.) and foreign
residents communicate effectively in daily life?
Seki City Board of | 7. Please share information about the committee's activities related to foreigners.
Education Responsible for
the School Education of | 8  What impressions do you have about the language proficiency of foreigners in Seki
Children with  Foreign City?
Roots (Mr. Kachi): 9. Do you believe Japanese and foreigners communicate effectively in school life?
10. From personal experience, do foreign students have Japanese friends?
11. Do you think foreign students in Seki City integrate well into school society?
12. Is there anything you would like to change about the committee's activities?
Volunteer Japanese | 7. What is your impression of the language proficiency of foreign residents in Seki City?
Language Instructor, (Ms.
Kaneko): 8. In your opinion, do Japanese individuals (volunteers, instructors, etc.) and foreign
residents communicate effectively in daily life?
9. From personal experience, do you think foreigners have Japanese friends?
10. Do you believe the foreign community in Seki City has successfully integrated into
the local community?
11. Have you noticed any changes or effects on coexistence with foreigners through your
activities?
12. Are there any plans to change or add to the current programs?
NPO Gifu Foreigner | 8. Please provide information on your association's international exchange and foreign
Support  Center  (Ms. resident support activities.
Thapa): 9. Whatare your thoughts on various activities? What activities are successful, and why?
Are there areas for improvement?
10. Do you believe that such activities and programs are well-received by foreign

residents?
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11.

Do you think the foreign community in Seki City has successfully integrated into the
local community?

12.

Have you noticed any changes or effects on coexistence with foreigners through your
activities?

13.

Are there any plans to change or add to the current programs?

14.

In your opinion, do Japanese individuals (volunteers, instructors, etc.) and foreign
residents communicate effectively in daily life?

Appendix B: The Questionnaire for Fieldwork Research

Main Actors

Question

Japanese Resident of Seki
City, Gifu Prefecture, Japan

4.

Regarding Community Activities and Leisure:
How do you typically spend your leisure time?

Do you participate in local events or organizations such as festivals, neighborhood
associations, or sports clubs?

What are your experiences with social activities in these organizations?

wh 1

About Interaction with Foreign Residents:

Do you have friends or acquaintances who are foreigners? How did you come to
know them?

Is there regular interaction with foreigners in your daily life?

What impressions do you have about the foreigner community in Seki City? Are
you interested in expanding connections with foreign friends or acquaintances?

Awareness and Participation in Local Government Events Aimed at Interaction and
Cultural Exchange with Foreign Residents:

Are you familiar with city-sponsored events such as "World Café" or "English
Cafe"?

Have you participated in these events? If so, please share your reasons for
participating and your experiences.
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1. Introduction

Education plays a crucial role in the development and progress of society or country. It is an essential factor in improving
human quality and promoting the economic prosperity of the State. Education not only provides individuals with knowledge
and skills but also empowers them to contribute positively to their communities and society as a whole. In recent years, there
has been a growing recognition of the importance of community involvement in enhancing the effectiveness of education.
Education is not solely the responsibility of government or schools, but it requires the active participation and collaboration
of various stakeholders, including the community.

Schools cannot exist in isolation but should work in cooperation with the community or society in which they are located.
The city of Seki, Japan, is also no exception to this trend. In view of the fact that the educational ministry alone cannot be
burdened with the responsibility of providing education for all and distributing it to all levels, there is a need to strategize
ways to enhance and encourage community participation in the development of the educational sector (Olufisayo et al.,
2022). This research aims to evaluate the role of community cooperation in enhancing the effectiveness of education in Seki

City, Japan.

1.1 Research Background

Secondary education plays a pivotal role in shaping student’s career trajectories and preparing them to become
productive members of society. In recent years, Japanese high schools have increasingly emphasised inquiry-based learning
to nurture creativity, problem-solving skills, and connections to real-world issues. This represents a shift away from the more
traditional focus on rote memorisation.

Seki City, located in Gifu Prefecture, is making efforts towards educational transformation. The city has three high
schools: one municipal school, Seki Commercial and Engineering High School, and two prefectural schools, Seki High
School, and Sekiuchi High School. These schools have adopted inquiry-based leaming approaches emphasising real-world
problem-solving and community engagement. For instance, Seki High School requires first- and second-year students to
take the inquiry-based learning subject, which focuses on identifying issues related to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals and devising solutions. The high schools collaborate with community partners, including the municipal government,
non-profits, and businesses, to tackle projects connected to community issues. Collaborations in the past have included
creating a festival map, marchés, open factory day, exhibits, art collaborations, and many more. Seki City has developed
partnerships in education with the community. However, the effectiveness of these community partnerships in education has
not yet been evaluated. This research will examine the community partnerships utilised in Seki City, analyse the key factors
contributing to successful collaborations, and the challenges and barriers affecting them. Assessing the community

partnerships in education would help guide best practices for community partnerships in high school education in Seki City.

1.2 Research Questions and Objectives

The research objective is to evaluate the role of community partnerships in high school education in Seki City. This
research particularly looks at the program level at which point the schools partner with the community (NPOs, parents,
businesses, etc.) and share extra resources to meet the educational needs, and to have supportive relationships with caring
adults, and shape their environments (Sepanik, Brown, 2021).

Succinctly, we pose the following research questions.
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e How do community partnerships between high schools and other stakeholders in Seki City enhance
education?
o How much do community partnerships currently exist to support and enrich education in Seki
City?
o How does the community collaborate with high school students?

o  Whatare the challenges and barriers faced in establishing and maintaining effective cooperation?

The expected outcomes of this research are to identify the key factors and strategies that contribute to successful
community cooperation, to examine the challenges and barriers faced in establishing and maintaining effective cooperation,
and to provide recommendations and best practices for leveraging community cooperation in high-school education. This
research aims to contribute to the existing literature on community involvement in education by providing empirical evidence
from a specific context and program. It will also offer practical insights and suggestions for educators, policymakers, and

community members who are interested in improving the quality and relevance of education in Seki City.

1.3 Significance of Research

The research on school-community partnerships has the potential to enhance students’ educational experience by
providing additional resources, support, and opportunities. This research aims to generate a comprehensive understanding
of how collaborative initiatives between schools and community partners function to support high school education in Seki
City. However, the development and sustainability of these partnerships have challenges, especially when organizations
work individually without strong connections or mutual projects. Furthermore, the research finds that strong school-
community partnerships are associated with the performance of students in their academic outcomes, engagement with the
community, and better social skills development. In addition, the support of school-community partnerships has a positive

impact on the development of youth in Seki City, Japan.

2. Literature Review

Previous literature has suggested, community partnerships refer to collaborations and partnerships between educational
institutions and the local community (Herawati et al., 2021). These partnerships aim to enhance the effectiveness of education
by actively involving community members in the educational process. Through community partnerships, various
stakeholders such as parents, local organizations, and businesses work with educational institutions to create a supportive
and enriching learning environment for students in the school curriculum and their future careers.

Partnerships are part of education, of which the teacher-learner relations are the most fundamental. However, that is not
the only cooperation that exists in education settings. The ecological systems theory by a scholar provides a conceptual
rationale for community partnership in education. This theory explains that their environment influences the development
of a person through a series of interconnected systems (Lerner, 2005). The community-school partnerships are part of the
ecosystem, interacting directly and indirectly to support the students’ educational development. The social capital theory
emphasises the value of social networks, relationships, and the norms of trust within communities for mutual benefit (Xu,
P., & Jiang, J. 2020). Through these established relationships, resources, information, and values can be shared for the
collective good in education. Community cooperation in the context of education aims to foster an environment where

education becomes a collective responsibility of the community.
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The educational success gained at school encompasses more than just academic achievement. Resources and
experiences beyond what a school can offer academically also play a vital role in a student’s overall personal development.
For this reason, schools should actively establish partnerships with community organizations, businesses, and individuals to
strengthen students’ “social capital,” providing them access to networks, relationships, and learning opportunities to bolster
their growth. These partnerships generally include tutoring and mentoring, job shadowing, etc., which has been a great
support in improving students’ outcomes from their experiences with the partnerships. Community partnerships have also
enhanced the programs and classes in school for students, teachers, and parents (Sanders, 2001). The outcomes from the
community partnerships provide students with experiences that cannot be fulfilled through their academic success alone.
The formed partnerships allow students to experience and deal with real-life issues, providing a broader perspective of their
surroundings.

A study has shown that school-community partnerships support students in becoming active, engaged citizens by
expanding their social relationships and promoting self-development. Through partnerships, students experience a variety of
values with joint activities for their personal development. Exposure to diverse values is important and encourages students
to evaluate the circumstances and make choices in challenging times. With the development of students, improvements were
also seen in social capital, personal development, and self-esteem, as well as the heightening of civic responsibility (Hands,
2008). This presents the positive effects of partnerships between the schools and the community that support the personal
growth of students, which will lead to a stronger community bond.

Involvement of the community in schools has had striking results. A different study done in Canada showed in their
surveys with three high schools and the community that partnerships between the schools and the community do have
positive effects on the school and the community. Firstly, the partnerships are a strong support system that provides diverse
learning needs and professional and career development goals for students and has had successful results in school. Secondly,
through the achievements earned from the partnerships, the schools have eamed recognition and enhanced their quality as a
school. Lastly, partnerships have built strong ties between the schools and the community. This has led to supporting
community development by raising the students to become productive citizens of the community through partnerships
(Sanders & Lewis, 2005).

The outcomes from community partnerships have had multiple positive impacts on the involved parties. The importance
of collaborating has been highlighted for schools to raise students who will be future contributors to the community. In 2016,
Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) launched the Community Co-operation
Network for Learning and Education to promote collaboration between schools and communities. The Network builds on
previous MEXT initiatives like the School Support Regional Headquarters (2008), After-School Children’s Classes (2007),
Saturday Educational Activities (2014), and Community Tutoring Schools (2015). These programs aimed to increase local
volunteer participation in supporting schools and providing learning assistance, extracurricular activities, and community
spaces (OECD, 2018).

3. Assumptions

Previous studies have demonstrated that community partnerships can lead to positive student outcomes like improved
academic performance, career skills development and civic engagement. We anticipated the community collaboration
landscape would reflect patterns from the literature, exploring the nuances would provide tailored insights for the specific
Seki City context. The actual breadth and depth of cooperative activities happening and the motivations fuelling engagement

may prove more multifaceted than initially expected.
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We assume that the three high schools in Seki City have successfully established connections with local stakeholders to
provide valuable supplementary learning opportunities for students for several reasons. First, effective school-community
collaboration will match the missions raised by the MEXT in the contemporary era. Second, Seki City and Gifu Prefecture
have faced declining populations, which vests high concerns about the high schools’ curriculum as the graduates may
immediately move out from the city to metropolitan areas. In particular, we expected the Seki Commercial and Engineering
High School to have most community partnerships given their specialized focus on vocational training and the municipal
foundation. It is also an essential question for the other two high schools since the generation is supposed to represent the
majority of future city residents.

However, developing and sustaining effective collaborations involve overcoming typical challenges around
coordination, alignment with school policies, financing constraints, and maintaining engagement. We also assumed that
extracurricular activities offered in three high schools would be limited in scope, providing basic exposure rather than
opportunities for students to meaningfully participate, unless strong commitments by teachers, parents, and community
supporters, as well as sustained stewardship by schools and other institutions, are met. We assumed high schools in Seki
City have faced these obstacles but resolved tensions through open communication and a shared vision to nurture youth
holistically while preparing them to contribute to society. More broadly, we expected Seki City to resonate with concepts of

collective community responsibility for education and exposing students to diverse perspectives.

4. Methodology

This research was conducted with interviews to gain a better understanding of community partnership dynamics in
education in Seki City. We designed semi-structured interviews to reach a deep understanding of their experiences, opinions,
and ideas regarding community partnerships in education in Seki City. The target population was comprised of education
stakeholders in Seki City, including educators, businesses, NPOs, and municipal committees. A one-day preliminary
research in June 2023 was conducted in Seki City, prior to the main visit during 4-6 October.

Several community partners were interviewed which were selected through the partnerships that they have done before
with the schools. We interviewed representatives from all three high schools in Seki City, namely, Seki Commercial and
Engineering High School, Seki High School, and Sekiuchi High School to gain their insights into needs, experiences,
challenges, and perspectives on collaborating with external partners. For the business sector, we interviewed the Business
Division of the City Hall as well as two local companies, Kyodo Printing and E-space. Businesses are increasingly
recognized as important stakeholders in education for providing career exposure, workplace skills development, mentorship,
etc. Interviewing them sheds light on business contributions and feedback. Finally, we also interviewed the PTA, and two
NPOs, Vousmelan and Seven Seeds. PTAs gives parent’s perspectives on community partnerships and ideas for
involvement in partnership with schools. Non-profit organizations focused on education or youth development lead various
community programs, volunteers and supplements student services and can reveal the grassroots efforts underway. The
varying priorities and experiences of these stakeholders collectively offer rich insights into community partnerships in

education in the city.
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Table 1:Domestic Fieldwork Interview Schedule

Date Activity Information collected
Oct. 4, Interview with the staff of the Business Division | The details of the activities they do every year and the
2023 @ Seki City Hall results.
Interview with Hattori-sensei @Seki How the school collaborates with the community and
Commercial and Engineering Highschool related activities.
Interview @Seki Highschool How the school collaborates with the community and
related activities.
Oct. 5, Interview with Mr.Yuji KOYAMA, President How the local companies collaborate with schools and
2023 of Kyodo Printing Co. Ltd. if these collaborations are mutually beneficial or not.
Interview with Oono-sensei @Sekiuchi  High | How the school collaborates with the community and
School related activities.
Interview with Wada-san, the representative of | If the parents have separate collaborations with the
Seki High School PTA, and former principal of | schools and understand their point of view of whether
Koganeda Junior High School these community partnerships are benefiting the
students or not.
Oct. 6, Interview with Yamanaka-san, the president of | How the local companies collaborate with schools and
2023 Yamaji, Co. and E-space, Co. if these collaborations are mutually beneficial or not.
Interview with Seven Seeds NPO What they are doing as an NPO and how they
collaborate with schools and students
Interview with Mr. Kitamura, the former hat they are doing as an NPO and how they collaborate
director of NPO Vousmelan with schools.

5. Limitations

While the research yielded helpful perspectives into Seki City’s collaboration landscape, several limitations are
acknowledged by the researchers conceming the extent and thoroughness of the research study. The fieldwork was
conducted over a condensed 3-day timeline, imposing time constraints and a limited access to more community partners
interviewed and limited data collection. The researchers were not fully fluent in Japanese, introducing potential
comprehension gaps and nuances lost-in-translation during the interviews, relying heavily on the interpreters. The presence
of the language barriers risks the possibility of misinterpreting certain commentaries during translation. The language and
time constraints when conducting the research can greatly impact the accuracy and reliability of conclusions drawn from the

research.

6. Research Findings

The interviews revealed a shared vision among the Seki City community members—they want to nurture a generation
of upstanding Seki City citizens. Mr. Yamanaka from E-Space, Co., mentioned that today's youth will become the leaders
and pillars of the community tomorrow. Instilling positive values and qualities in them from a young age is crucial.

This goal of developing a model for Seki City citizens has led to concentrated initiatives to increase engagement between
the community and local schools. There is recognition that it takes a village to raise the next generation and that schools

alone cannot fully equip students with all they need. Bringing together families, community organizations, businesses, and
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schools aims to provide the youth with a strong network of support and a consistent message regarding expectations around
behaviour, contributions to society, and civic duties.

Some of the collaborative efforts mentioned include mentorship programs matching students to adult role models,
volunteering initiatives encouraging youth participation in community service projects, and events like career talks and
factory visits that expose students to future options within Seki City. Stakeholders shared that by working closely with
schools, the community can nurture the next generations holistically—supporting not just their formal education but their
character development, life skills, networks, and sense of belonging. There is optimism that this will produce more spirited
citizens who feel motivated to give back to Seki City in the future as part of this cycle of communal contribution.

Collaborations between high schools and the community in Seki City exist, but only a few are working with all the high
schools. So, there is room for more collaborations and partnerships in Seki. However, our list of community partners is not

exhaustive, as we only had time to interview a few community partners within the three-day limit.

6.1 Community Partners that collaborated with the High Schools
In order to provide an overview of the community partnership activity connected to the different high schools in Seki
City, the findings from the interviews are reported separately for each high school in the following subsections. Figure 1

visualises a summary picture of the community relationships each high school has.

Figure 1 Community Partners that collaborated with High
Schools in Seki City

City Hall
(Business Division)

Kyodo Printing
Seki Commercial and

Engineering High
School
E-space
Seki High School
PTA
Representative
Sekiuchi High
School
Boomerang
Seven Seeds
| —

6.1.1 Seki Commercial and Engineering High School
Seki Commercial and Engineering High School has worked with several community partners namely: the Business

Division of the City Hall, Kyodo Printing, E-space, PTA, Vousmelan, and Seven Seeds. One of the successful collaborations
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is the design of cutlery from the students. The students collaborated with E-space in designing cutlery that was then produced
and sold during the festival in Seki City. This high school gets a lot of offers throughout the year for possible collaborations
from different community partners because they specialize in business and engineering programs and also, they have been
doing the inquiry-based learning subject which gives the community the assurance that this school has the capacity to work

on projects through these community partnerships.

6.1.2 Seki High School

Seki High School collaborated with the Business Division of the City Hall, the PTA, and Vousmelan. Their students are
known to develop activities that help solve problems around the community through their inquiry-based learning subject. In
their case, the students are actively pursuing partnerships with the community for activities they have in mind. The students
recently came up with the yakiniku sauce made from kiwi. This has helped in forming confidence and grit in the students.
The school emphasizes student-centered, action-oriented learning, where students are encouraged to find solutions and think
independently. The subject also involves collaboration with external organizations and enterprises designed to connect to

students' future careers.

6.1.3 Sekiuchi High School
Sekiuchi High School has collaborated with the Business Division of the City Hall, E-space, the PTA, and Vousmelan.
They have done a large-scale event in the form of a marché called Sekiuchi Marché. The community was heavily involved
in this event as they had stalls and shops open to the public, and the students served as guides and helpers in the stalls and
shops. They are still new to inquiry-based learning but are doing their best to grow and catch up with the other schools.
Vousmelan and the Business Division of the City Hall are the ones that have collaborated with all three high schools,

which makes them the most involved in all schools and a good point of contact in this network.

6.2 Activities that exist in Seki City through these partnerships

Seki City has a rich diversity of collaborative activities with high schools happening throughout the year. Certain
activities like the annual business fair which allows Seki companies to showcase their products and services to certain
potential talent and partners as the students are heavily involved with are also time-honoured traditions that locals look
forward to year after year. Another hallmark initiative is factory and workplace tours specially catered to schools and other
interested public groups. These provide a valuable window into the operations of Seki’s manufacturing ecosystem for those
aspiring to join the industry one day or simply keen to learn about processes powering the economic engine. Other newer
collaborations in Seki City include festivals and marchés, exhibitions, art collabs, lectures, published books, and many more.

Some of these activities have existed for several years, although new activities come up every now and then.

6.3 Key Factors and Strategies that Made Community Partnerships with Schools in Seki City a Success

There are many key factors that contributed to successful collaborations in Seki City. Seki City cultivates an encouraging
environment where student perspectives are actively solicited and translated into tangible ideas as evidenced by how they
welcomed stories and illustrations from students that were later on published as story books and how the student’s design
for cutlery was even made into actual bread knife, are a few examples of such. Welcoming fresh inputs from the youth and
other community members, demonstrates open-mindedness to experimentation and change even from unlikely sources. The

community’s steadfast focus on developing local talent and solutions, evidenced by sustained school-community

63



partnerships, underscores a deep commitment to address evolving challenges. The shared spirit of cooperation driving all
community members has contributed to the successful collaborations in Seki City. This collective willingness likely stems
from an understanding that complicated problems nowadays require cross-disciplinary solutions and cannot be effectively
addressed by any single entity working alone. These partnerships have led to mutually beneficial outcomes for the students
and the community partners alike.

Local ties, built through this rich network has allowed different community members to exchange information and
resource pooling in achieving collaborative activities through collaborative problem-solving. In the end, the key factors
observed as contributing to successful community partnerships in education- openness to youth engagement, commitment
to local interests, cooperative ethos, mutual benefits, and strong local connections-feed into and reinforce one another. With

each facet strengthening the rest, Seki City sets a solid groundwork for productive collaborations today, and in the future.

6.4 Challenges and Barriers of Community Partnerships in Seki City

Some key obstacles were raised that hamper more extensive community partnerships between schools and the
community partners in Seki City. Firstly, rigid administrative school policies around budgeting and financing initiatives
make it difficult to justify and sustain programs relying on contributions from external bodies. Secondly, the coordination
issues with the community partners and the schools, given the lack of dedicated official personnel focused on partnership
building within schools and the community. Even garnering buy-in internally from educators and aligning activities with the
curriculum can be an uphill battle. Thirdly, the absence of a centralised database or institutional platform compiling
information on potential partners, shared objectives, resources, and gaps make it challenging for interested parties to find
partnership opportunities and evaluate feasibility. Without formal mechanisms that can identify and bridge common interests
between the community partners, the community partners end up relying heavily on established personal ties with specific
schools in order to initiate collaborations; this greatly confines the number of potential partnership arrangements that can
emerge. For community partnerships to flourish, these barriers around funding constraints, coordination inefficiencies, and

inability to access partnership opportunities—only then the partnerships go beyond current dependency on personal links.

7. Conclusion

This research on community partnerships enhancing Seki City high school education demonstrates the immense
collaborative potential to enrich students’ growth. The research reveals thriving relationships between schools, businesses,
non-profit organizations, and the government that offer expanded learning opportunities grounded in a shared goal -
nurturing engaged future citizens. Contributing success factors are identified, including willingness to collaborate with
community partners and a dense web of local organizations ready to get involved. However, barriers like insufficient
coordination and lack of dedicated infrastructure and awareness currently limit the accessibility and impact of these
collaborations. The recommended solution resides in creating an integrated central platform, both online and physical, to
align efforts, share information, and provide the necessary organization with the partnerships.

The message is clear: Seki City’s strong cultural emphasis on social responsibility and collective contribution makes
school-community partnerships thrive organically. Still, investing concerted effort into structuring communication channels
and spaces for collaborating with schools could elevate partnership effectiveness substantially. The research shows the
building blocks are firmly in place among engaged community members. What is missing is strengthened communication

channels and alignment between the community partners and the individual high school’s priorities and gaps. Building these
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links would harness the huge, untapped capability to substantially enrich and serve students and the community through
these partnerships in Seki City.

8. Recommendations

The recommended solution addresses the second and third obstacle which are coordination issues and lack of a
centralized database. To improve connectivity and accessibility, creating both an integrated online platform and establishing
physical collaboration spaces for schools and partners to coordinate and network more easily.

An online platform could use existing tools that are already familiar to the youth, like Discord, Slack, or Monday. Key
functionalities would include digital forums and channels for different working groups to consolidate information exchanges,
monitor project progress, identify partnership opportunities, and broadcast announcements. This addresses visibility barriers
by functioning as a searchable database codifying organizational profile, resource inventories, skills offered, and help needed.
Automated notifications can also matchmake complementary partners.

Complementing this should be dedicated physical hubs, potentially modelled after SHIRU Cafes situated near many
Japanese universities. These places could house co-working spaces, seminar rooms, equipment rentals, and informal lounges
that promote spontaneous interactions between students, faculty members, and companies. A Seki City version customized
for connecting schools and community partners could provide neutral grounds to brainstorm education initiatives, host
training workshops or even highlight student talent at informal gatherings’.

Leveraging both online platforms and in-person spaces creates more touchpoints bridging school and community
partners. These approaches amplify visibility and interactivity between parties substantially, making it easier to coordinate
and collaborate effectively. This empowers more community collaborations to take shape organically to the benefit of

schools and community partners.
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Appendix

Interview Questions

Interviewees Questions

Business Department e Are there any projects or initiatives your department has undertaken to support
local education?

e How many businesses and students are involved and participated in the forum that
you host each year on average? Can you talk more about that particular forum and
why your department initiated that?

e What challenges, if any, have you encountered while collaborating with local
schools and the local businesses?

e Do you hear any feedback from the community and the schools with regards to the
projects you have done to support local education?

o  What do you believe is the role of businesses in shaping the quality of education in
Seki City?

Second Interview with e  What are the primary goals of the commerce and industry division in supporting

Business Department community partnerships in education?

e What types of community partnerships in education does the commerce and
industry division currently support?

e How does the commerce and industry division identify and select community
partners for educational initiatives?

e  What resources does the commerce and industry division provide to support
community partnerships in education?

o How does the commerce and industry division measure the success of community
partnerships in education?

e  What are some of the challenges faced by the commerce and industry division in
supporting community partnerships in education?

e What are some of the best practices for developing and sustaining successful
community partnerships in education?

e How can the commerce and industry division work more effectively with schools
and other educational institutions to support community partnerships in education?

e  What are some of the emerging trends in community partnerships in education?

e How can the commerce and industry division help to ensure that all students have
access to high-quality educational opportunities, regardless of their background or
zip code

Sekiuchi High School What are the goals of your community partnerships?

How do you identify and recruit community partners?

What types of partnerships do you have with businesses in your community?
How do your community partnerships benefit your students?

How do your community partnerships benefit your business partners?
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Interviewees Questions

o How do you ensure that your community partnerships are mutually beneficial?

e How do you measure the success of your community partnerships?

e  What are some of the challenges you have faced in developing and maintaining
community partnerships?

e  What advice would you give to other business high schools about developing and
maintaining community partnerships?

e  What are your plans for expanding or improving your community partnerships in
the future?

Kyodo Printing o  What are the benefits of collaborating with schools for your business?

e How long have you collaborated with schools? How do you communicate and
coordinate with the school staff and students involved in the collaboration?

e  What are some of the challenges or difficulties that you face in collaborating with
schools and students?

e  How do you sustain or improve the collaboration with schools in the future?

e Are you interested in working with other schools or expanding the scope of the
collaboration?

Seki Commercial and o  What are the goals and vision of your school in terms of community cooperation?
Engineering High e How do you integrate community-based knowledge and experiences into your
School curriculum and instruction?

e  What are some of the projects or activities that you have done or are planning to
do with the community partners, such as local businesses, NPOs, or government
agencies?

e How do you evaluate the impact and outcomes of these projects or activities on
student learning and community development?

o  What are some of the benefits and challenges of collaborating with the community
for your school?

e How do you foster a culture of collaboration and mutual respect among the school
and community members?

PTA Representative o  What are your expectations and hopes for community cooperation in education?

e How do you think community cooperation in education can benefit students’
learning and development?

e How do you feel about the current level and quality of community cooperation in
education in Seki city?

e What are some of the challenges or difficulties that you face as a parent in
participating or supporting community cooperation in education?

e What are some of the suggestions or recommendations that you have for
improving or expanding community cooperation in education?

Vousmelan or other o  What are the goals and vision of your organization?
NPOs e How do you measure the impact and effectiveness of your activities and programs?

e How do you collaborate with schools in Seki city? What are some of the benefits
and challenges of working with schools?

e  What are some of the current or future projects that you are planning or working
on with schools?

e How do you communicate and coordinate with other stakeholders, such as local

government, businesses, schools, and students?

68




U—X% 77 N—73

BRAFE XTI EEDS D S L EHICET 2058 ¢
sz B RSB FFRICE R LT

TN—T R —

FRERIE*

fEEHA -
fi] 1 38 54

¥ T N—T Y = —

69



8

NS R R =

Bk

XU DI

AT DT 5

VY —F « JoAF 3
FATIFZED L E 22—
AW DE R

A T

AT

71 BREDSD S LHE

72 I RIESIEAEAR COBR
73 T r— MR

731 T h— bRSE

732 FAROBERTFEOT —~ DI
733 RE~OREMmRE

734 FFEINIEOTIREH]
735  AEREDOSD S LE

gtzA
=]li5i)

235 SR
k1 A4 o Z v —0ENEH
k2 72— NERE

70



1. IZC®HIT

BUED HARITHIT O N FO— e, Sk EORMBEA A TR, TN EHE 2 THl
BOTENE L, HuUkO R rTRE 2 S D FEBL, Hlil(E RO~ DR B ER Ok E 2 B & L
To5D S EHENERSFEELVIAE > TN D,

Z ZCAMFE T, RIS BEESHR OEED 5D S LEMATEY . 55 8 L EMNMRIEEEIC
Ko TEDLI REELEZITTEY, EOLIIFERINTNDDN (HDHVNINRWDN) Z 5T
T %,

AT T D 1508 LEM 1T, fHill~DOEEFELHEY . £ L URBEMRDOZ L 2iET, £OM
BIZ Lo T, Hl = X = =T ¢ OFBELFREE OB Om LIZHENT 2 2 LS g,

2. AHFROE R

HARDSZ S LHEIT 1990 FRDHEES N, BIRIIEESMTCER SN TND, AEADSD S L

BORLWE, Fll5b3LDXSE2MHI L, FBLLSDHIE~DEELERETCHI L, F=
IZSD S LIFERTWERY EHIchbl e Ens CGHREFEA. 2021) . FEBTLRSEL I L

BrHEL TSI EEETHLIICRD, MERLSEDI LIFERTNWERS Z & T, HHFOANOJH
DOHIITE I DIK T & W o 7o —OBBEE R T 5 Z LN TE L LB LTV,

MAGHEZBEZTIE, 2ENRSD S LHBEOHEZZEIC LN L, FHUIRIZE - 72 & OHiH e
(52 S LHEHE] 2REL WD, IEREZEELZES (2019) 1%, ERROSL S EHHEOHB
o TRBEAEN 7 v — VB 285 Mok ) 270N Hus(T R & il L 72208 & MO8 4
RS DERGTI I R AT 5 2 L) L LTV A,

29 LeREKR O TORMEBER 2521, I RESTEREEFRIL. 553 LHBELHETBADOT
X = T N CHEBIICHERE LT\ 5, 2023 4F 6 A 23 BIZABIIEO 79I L= FaRAE Clx, 20
ERICE X | AR ORBEBBGIA V2 Ea—T 25250, 2 UCHEG LY., R i
LTWASDSEHBEO—BRE LT, EENETOMELZBENT-BTEL, JV—TU—7 %295
BHIZRBRR O (LUT, BREFE L T5) 2L Thbol,

BIEIE CHHE SN TV AR IIS DS EHEO R TIEH H0, FRIFA— =7 11—Vl
AR —=VZHESINTEY | FARICEFR T H 5700, BERDAEEAD L < IXBFHioO: B IR
ADORFATHEF LT D, 2T, MBS K Lz L 512, BIEKRICIZRET D HiEF T 2 AN
WA AZTETBY, A% VEAFTHIARBBLTHS, LEB-T, EERIZBIT D553 EHE
RRIEFEL, RPARICT T2 FE R OE L L bic, 7o — VB oOFRE BIET &9
i ERFF>CWD EEXDTEA9,

3. VY —F I RXF g

FROXLIIZ, SHILHENFER SN TEY, HRFHITITOILTWS, LrL, 553 LHEF
LT HDSD S EERROEE & OEREMEIIIfEIC /2> Ty, ZD72d, ZNETDSLI &
HEOHERNAMB T 2L L bIZ, SHILHEO R THLIIERTENSD S LERIZE X 5%
REWPLNCTIMERDH DL EEZOND, ZHICE > TEHE, 5D LHBBELLWETDH Z & 0NHIT
b,

PLEZE Y AFZETIE, LFDYY—F « JZAF a3 V&N ThH,

71



. F'%TE?TT&T“ I SOOI EHECHRATFEDON ) 2T b2 EDOL D ITHIEL TWDH D,
2. FRTHVRINOE5D S LHE LRRFEE 21T > TV DLBEERICIEW T, BEDLfE

ik, EFEHON ) F 2T LB L TEDLIICSD S LEREIE. HDVIIFHHEL
TNDDN,

4, FATHHRDOLVE 22—

55 I L EBOHRERRT D720, LTFOXATHEA L E2—F 5, KPS (2020) X, HER
BT HHARE, R, AANDIHRDSD I EEHATHEL TV D, EORER, AXEHAIIAS O
EFENBHESD I LT LML TWD Z b0y ZNLSAND 2 HRITARADE ST 52 55 &
ETEEFRER L TWD Z ERbhoTe, DF D, KEERCARANDOHARITILS D & & AZHBICA AR OHG
EVVIEFRITEEN TR, ZOZ ENBIE, A2 PEWEIZE S TEHINI LT, BRIV
TEREFFO TS Z EN ot

JIE (1987) 1255 S L EHBOFEBERD 12D, TERTETNOREMRRE= 2 — & 7 AfED/I
T R KA L GRELZTT> TV D, dHEORR, BAD4FILLED 152 S 21220 TH
PITE B INEERMROAEIEZBWENRD | LEZTWD, 2, 5532 B0HTEBLE LT
X, BRERE L OSNOW, I E GV, KEEOBEOZRENRET LTS (G 1987) , 22
DHIE, INFAERRLEFEDO AL & OBUER, Ax D55 S L EREEKRT S FCTEETHDLZ &N
HezRan b,

TNHDOFATIIFEN S I1E, 2 DADSD & EE#IT, S, %:miiﬁﬁ:ﬁlmkb%ﬁ
WEHETHZETHRICERENDG LD THDH Z ENnDd, LnL, TORDFRHAE %@
&5ék%ﬁﬁ%mﬁéﬂ%%%@6&%z%néo¢£ﬁﬁ\k@bf@%«@%mwm@ﬁ&%
FHDOSD X EHBEOBEREDRERFITHZ LIFEELE L EZOND, ZOD, AWHFZETIE, B
B CEMSNTND 5L S EHBICERT D,

I B UG, 2018 4F X 0 SRR LKA A FE LR U, A 2@ s il e 2B A 2 A LTV 5
ZEbbhv, BERTIE, BEHSA S %ﬁééﬁ@ﬁA#m< B ENR/ NFAL IR O JE )3 B
M T2 WAEERSZ N ENRA BN, ZhiZ . BAERPER L 25D S EHEO—BRE LB
FFEN, AEODSD S EEFHROKIC k@ioiﬁ HE R L TCWDEDONIOWTHETHZ LT
XEERERRH DL EEZZBND,

5. AHIRDERE

I BRI B B9 AHBAERIC S 2 HARDZ < OFBERIR TlE, RKETT~OEF A O &
FHUZ X DN ONEDPFEEFRE L 72> TV D, @R DRSS - BRIk L7720 . ZORR &
LB CTEZ LY THZ L, BESHMEOHE LW HIBANGILHT bR, Lzl 55
S EEMERENRT A ZEICED, HBRIZKS7Z0, HDWFEEFRALD E L THERICHERL TN
DM ZIERT 2 S II AN O ERE DO U IR 22 242 T 2 T DI E R E T EF A 572A 95, £9
LE—EBND50 S EHENIVMENTNS, LOLERTIE, SR TOLLILHBENRSDS L
ERRIZ G 2 DB DWW TCHEGEITH BT L7EMFEIR RS 7= 620, ZD R T, A THELILD
HRIL, 5B D5D S LHEORTRPOEMIIHOWVTHERRIERRZBZ TEBT2bDEEL BN
Do

72



6. AEFIE

AT, BRI OFRICEFE T H2ENFE (o FEa—) & RRTHEREEZZIT T
WD R RGBT, S O—REAZ B ST 5 RIFE (For—1b) 2179, MEaRo#
ffi & AEFEA~D YA LA X B a— R P—F - J =2 F 2 > 11T, BIEIROEREE xR L LI ERIK
HAEEA 2 2—RNY Y —F « JZAF 3 L 21ZxH0T D,

BEIFEE UL, 2023 FEICBERICTERE T 5 — A L A2 x5 & U B RMHRA 2 FE0 L
WRFEA~OBNMRBLE . B pg 5 BITNERE - BIMAMER) 2683 54N 250 & & Eik
EONTT D, ZOT o — FIREDOFEMIT Y 2o T, BER TR S 241 Y 4 A AREBEGR O X
EAEST, FRNCFERN S OFF A 2157, FEEICHT--> T, Qualtics R4 T4 T v r— kDT
Ty N7 A —LERE LT BT, BEERBRE OIS L O EERFE OIS T 7 v b7 4 — AITE
B35 QRa—RAEA L, YH S LIFHRICEELRD, MiE 2 ICEMEOCHE 27 LTz,

BHFEE LCL, 2 BEOA 2 a—%2 0D, £7, BIEKCHRRTE 28 L0 2 MG
EEFHE KL, PSS X B a—EIT, 55 I EHECRETEE 0FRE, BEoOB
WRIZOWTHBLNNCT D, BT, BEEROPEEZRGE LTI V—T A 2 8 a—%T0, /MR
NHD5D S EHBERHEERDOIEETFTEHICONWT, A U F B a—IBINEH LA LDOEB Z0E N
HEESTHH Y, 2HbHDTN—TA X =3B MBAHBATHY . BARERAEEICH 53T
LI b, BHDOBMEIL 22 4 TRELTFThole, A FE2—IZ o0 THEEEDOM
HBamDh 12157, ERERNEZ R 1R LT,

20234210 H 3 H22H 5 HICHNT ¢, I BIRES I CHRMFAE 21772 o7, FlEE LTIE, £310A
3HMDG 4 BIZ, BEEROBE L DA 2 B2 —RRFEORFZFENM LTz, ZOBRMETIE, BRk
DHEDOHRMND 55 S L HE LRI THE O FERERLER DBURIZ OV THHE L7z, WIZ, 10 A 5HIC
DA U Z B a—EEi L, EHET BOEFRBRICOWTOERENE LT, D%, 11 A 14
H225 18 HETO 1 HEICIE > T, BEK THERTFE LT TS EFEATRICT v r— M Efi L
72 S DI RIBTOBETICH Do mEik e & biiniz, B4R BRIER 1LIOR LT,

F1 BHFHER TV 2 —

10H 3 H MR B R ST A v A A
107 4H BT SL2Em8/ NP

B 7 S BARS L S s
Mg B I N7 8] ey S AR

10H5H 57 BV T
Mg B R N7 B 2R e AR
K7 B W8T B v A e

73



7. AERER

ZOHITIE, RERERERET S, TTIHBRROSDIILHEBEERNTDH, DKk, EEKRDSD
S L BB ORHUEBURICOWTHfRIZT 5, £ LT, BEKRTITR o727 v — MO R & 58
T 5, ZORENGIL, AFELHLDED I LEFRORES~OREMmME, BHEINTOFEIFM EH 5
I VA SoY

7.1 MEBRDELS S HE

IBIFTFICE D &, IBIFN EETERM SN TVE 5D S LHEIL, AT bD 7 o — L ifiE
ZHEM DD, HIOM )2 CTH bUy, HskD AN 2 L U723 6 HUBGRBE O 2 B 598
KFHE L THEES N TWD (EREBBEZES, 2019) . 207 7e—Fid, EfELHAFRDH
RO A A FEE R ERIRAE ) 2 B A SR EE AR O TINS5 LHEEL TV D,
F7o, HUEGREEICRIBAICEY flde Z & T, AR BITE b OEBRIICOW T H AR RRRE S5
ZEMWTED, ZOXD RO MANAERETZBORME EHIBHSORBICHETHEZ2 6 TNWD,

I B D 525 & EHE T, BNOT R TORSN SRR OFFEICIE SN T4 DD R D T —
TSN TS, AFENERTHHERIL. A== a— g 27— & LTRESH
EEERD, [ — VR THEE R T 2R O N —T IS TVWD, IHIT,
PR O ERNRIIE AR ORI SN TN D (ERBHEERES, 2019) . ZOFKMEX, &
FALDM A ORI D = — G CTe Bl 2 BB 7' 0 77 LEAED | A BT L TR VR
B CHE I 22 P OO A 1R T 27200 D b D Th 5,

SCEHEFEE (2011) 12 LAUT, 5D S EEEITHIRICESE A D, RS S I E T A A E
THZEZHME LTS, TN EEFHNC, BRIFIISD S EHELZE U T, A BB NI
SCMERLZ H 272 EC, FEROBHEOHREZE 252 L #HNE LT, 553 LHBICRVM
ATND,

7 B UEL T D 2 [ i3 S PR SRR Ok D A v A B a—Ic kB & IKRIEDSD X EHFILL
TOIRBRD D, FEROFAERELTLHE, BRFEAZBELTALOBELLEZFA L, L
FRIFHZFFESEDH LN TEDL T, PERAKRE LTHEET 2 Z &R ERRaN D, £, 7K
TR RO TEA L2V Al REtE S H 5 1, IR X FHE LRI A 45
LY BRI AL ERE DGR EOHMAN S D, KR, HgD N 2 3 L AT
HZET, AEBANE LTOREZHIZOT, ala=r—vaAF L ambESEs 2 ERMRESR
b, TNHEBLT, PAELLDOAXLT v 7OREARE L, RS ~OIG & &mH 5 2
MR IR D 5D S LHEOT LB E o TS EDZ L ThoT,

7.2 BEBREEE CORRFEE

BIEI DMBGRIZHTT DA o B o —fffmIC LAuX, AR 1921 FZERNL S, ZFDEH 218 U T
A== B —NUNA AT — VIR SN S E, BRI TH#EFRE L THLNTE e, EEKIX
kD N 2 OO HEERE . mfR, R Ll LG8 2B\ L, ffx oA X b7 my o7 R
B ST,

PRI W TEERMEL HOTEY, —FAELE ZHAERIIMNE L L THAAENT
WD, KR F AT D BRRFE OREITBN T, —FAERIE %38 U CHiBlEREES> SDGs (12
DONTY P —F L, HOORRCELE RO 5 2 EaWR NG, AT BRELLNT

74



WA BRI NV—T%ED . WL THEENT 2 K5 sivd (Zb— 7 O ANEITILRFISHI IR 1T 72
W)

BB DAEFEICKT D T N—T A 2 B a—ORTERIC UL, 2 < OFAEN—FRHTILEH]
T SDGs [ZDOWTHESZ EEZHE LWL R L TV Z EDRHA LMo T, —EOFAIX, By OB
BNIH T My 7 201205 2 & b WEET, FEHO LML TRNEE L TWZL D Th D,
ZDX AT BIE, AENLUANCERY HA T My 7 28| EHNEY . KELFEIL ey 7
RIRATZD T AR 6N, LL, “FEICRDE, TN—TT0 =70 EO T ey =7 MNZ
B0 fAEED, REHCE TS Z S50 . AR THITEWRR LR LIEETE D K912 o 7z
EOThHD, VI AOHERA T2 7 N—7158) L BN COTEB Z8 U T AWV OEINCEN 72 &
IRART PRSI N, D LITIEBIZE U T, 2T AT 4 TROBAEEH, FOOEE AT 5
ZEMRESNTW D,

BIEETIL, NPO EAS S b A LHEE L, BERFEMITME OFRENMELN TR Y | Hiskoif
BT N—T T — 0 L — "N EOMERBEM BEAINTNWD, Fo, AV T AVERREBFIAL,
EPNZY a— ML BT =2 a UBBBEIN TS, INHIZE D, FAEDOESRRILE MR
LAENRG, BRARRSSFAEDT LT —a y AXA0M ERR O TWS, BERITFEEBIC
%t USREA CERRNZRFOOBR 24248 U, ik & o208 U Ol L BlE {2 LT 5,

Fio, MEGRIC L D L. BEROBEREE T, Hillk~OEFREZT TR FEBHDORAF LT
v 7HHME LTINS, IKRIBHBERZERICHT DA U F E2—00 b, FROERPRE N, &
REZIE, AR ZE U CTEROND BB OMER T, BREEZE L b bR\ T LE
YTI—=va ), Fle O N—T T =T IZBOVTHRET IR ) — X = 7 EhICHlg E DR
N 2B U THEDbNLAHA A~ —Casa=r—va R ENREICERI N TS, ZIHD
TRERCA /UL, FATCHBPHALIEEAL LT, ZLTHETERTLS —BL LTRET 27200
HBERER L IND,

7.3 Tl— PR
WIZ, 11 H 14 BH)5 18 BIZhT-» TREEIKR TR FE 2 BET 52—, “HFEAEENGE LTT
7eode THERIR5ON (\ZBET57 v — MEREE LD D,

731 T Ur— s

T U= MOE, ERFEEZTCWD MTLDEENRSIN Ui, Z£OWN, —F4M 257 N, —H4E
2190 NThole, 77— MBMED 55%MB S T, IRNTEZWDIEFSERINET Th o7z (¥
D . Fl2, ZIEO S9%BBHAEREATICEFE L Tz (K2)

75



1 PO

FBETT iy e B 77

3% 30 %% o
i 1

6%\

DA~

12% P i

—_ 55%

FIRIE N
i
18%

Ht - 7o — PRER KV AR (LLTRL)

X2 “FAOBERT
N T

=911 I \1%

3%
LET_—4
7%
Zo
8%

2y
0%

B
semmie oo
(i

19%

732  FEOERFEOT —~< D]
PIF, BRZEHDT —<I1ZOWTOEFIE LT, MEGHSOFE~DA X B a—%& b & I(TEREE
ETRF % T A OB A EZET D,

P

PRBEEEDE (A AEEN —[E O REEL L TRD I, GXONTEKE 2T LAaNnL, EHitk L OEER
7R DI DIZRZW Ligmma 1T 9. 207 vy =7 MIBEEKROEMLZIT TR, OFFERRE
BOEEBSMATRETH D, BRDIFRNOEFSTLAEFLEOTIa=r—aZBUT, EIHMW
SIP D OF RSN ) DEEME AR U, EEROEBRRIEI 9 2 B L RVRAEA G b5, 2

76



LD FEEDITFEEBNR ATV EZHIZOT S L LB, Tu— LS a2EL, EEMAEST
FRAIDOTBBANC SN L TV Z EREiffE SN %,

WEXvA

WEXTAOEKA4BfE L, BEHOIRFHX CRESID T U A ZIEH L7-paimBis 2175, A
FRAFX T A ozl D T Z LIk, 20BN EIEHRT 2512 L T\WD, K L7-pE
mD—D2E LT, JAFXFUAZEALIEBEROZ LS Ry v 7R B Y  ZopihiE, BIERTN
D2 < DJEFOIEFATHRIEIN TN D, BEROZ LS KLy v Z0E, AP x U A 2B ORI TH
L, ZOMFR7 L—"—Z 5| EL7cETND, FUA ZHIATZ & T, Iz Tz RADH
WEHZIR S VIAL, [FUAZZOEEFRRTNDIDNDE IR TN—T 4 —RKEDWIRRE LD S| &
AEREBIETE—L LTS, ZORGRITHBROFESL & LT, {7 %7 A OFi= 721 #3575
7T, HuEORLIZHER L TWD EEB X b5, HITTOBM 240 LIZEmBiR BT,
HUBREE OTEMEAL-CHITRE S D 7 0B —3 g UZHE L, BT bOHIR~DFED L BEEEZFT AT
HZEDVHZD,

733 FE~OFEMm:
WIZ, BEEEAORBBIEIZ OWTHIET 5, AT b ORE~OREMMEIL, 1 D OEIEEE)~DFE
BASCSINE L XM 5 LB 2 65,

X3 #FEE~OHEBME (EfE2H0 B i)
120

100

80

010 11~20 21~30 31%40 41~50 51~60 6170 71~80 81~90 91~100
W= T—

BHZWEZEIL 191%~100%] T, KIZZNON [71%~80% | ThbH, ZOFEENS. EfE-H
TR B WEIS CREEITREBAIC SN L TV D Z NS5,

77



734 FRFESMTHEOTINH]

AT BRI TR TEL L TV AIC W T, 77— MEREZ RS,
PORFE TR ENFIT, B IIRERFNTREE TE D L IR SN TV D, - ToFHE
RE O BT, AN EERIICFEONICR A TV D REZ R THERRIECTH Y . ZOMERE ST
%2 & T, B B OBREE T 5 BLILOR Y M D,

X4 ZRORZEE TRERFIIMNIEL LI (BY-)

350
300
250

200

FAH(N)

100

) .
0- B s

OFFfH] 1 WFRHIAT 1~3WF[  3~6MWFfH]  6FFMLL L b e

T — hORERN GRS & AFRRNCIRZERFRISMI IR 2 20 L2 FAENR S <. BIKRDK) 874% T
b5, OBERINMAET (1 EMNS 3EFE T © 20K 666%Thsd, 6 HFELIES &
[ L= E B FET S, BEROFERFEICEDLI#HE T, 20 X5 2P CoiFih 2 RmiIc 2
M 24E% [7ar v I o) —) LIFATHD (ZOMGEIE#EDaI a=r—2 3 U ClfED
nNTHRY) . ey hTrd—) x, AR T A _— O ZTERT 5, iz, [FEE
A VAR T T EDOT Iy bl L, TESXELARE L, SNS ETIHRBIOFHROHE 4% < O
ANEHFEL TS, [T7rYy NI —] OFEND, FEBERSB EMNEWARTZBR, [RES
IR H N £ 63, R O ZRRILT T\ D Z L 3bnrd,

735 AEEDSD X LER

ZITE, HEFEOSD S EEHE T D, EEREREDSD S EEROFEIZOWTHHEL T
o, M BT LSMNHE OAEDT — 2 Z 03 Tt 5, S6Ic, Ehi L7 v — MNE
DEAZIT, TRFE NS D S LERICE 2 DB RGET 5 7-01ATo 72 ) 2 MEROFERIZONWT
w2,

78



K5 SBXEBHBINEIMITONT

BHED B .

uvi&u\q\\\\j%\/////_ 2%

6%

BHOHEREZ
9 KD
26% . .
' FH5H9
64%

FHEEBICSD S EOFMIIONTHWEEZ A, 90%DFER (585 . [HAREZE S
I EREE LT, 6%DFAEIT TELLE W) LEIEEL, YD 4%I1% ThE v Bbian |
By LEE LT, ZOT—2b, FAEORSENSD S EOFEEZEHR L TND L5535,
WRIT, BAEBEDAELEITKR L CRTA A THgt) 7ZEE 20OV TOEMEIT>72, 22T
(M) IZoWTHERZHEBHIT, ZAEDT AT T 4T 42O TOH 2 G 2 ooy 72
EEBEZTOTHS, L TBETRELEEWET ) E:d e, FECEREOHTEMDET CTh
HNEPERET DI EN—RNTEEEZEZX NS, FHUTK LT THIL) E 0T, Zna &5
R D oNEEVEEE 2 NOEFRIZ L D i3z, K0 EBRBLEND, TAT T 47 4 OFifEH
Zamidh L EINTE D,

6 BT DAEREICSD I ERHENLE D DITHONT

HEYE D7
EbhEbnZ B

2%
72N 1%
4%

BAIRIEZS /“
)5589) 519
27% e

B E OFEDT — 2 i+ 5 &, B%OFAIL T255) | [HoREZIES ] LHE
L7z, 4%DFAT TEBLH LN EEEL, 3% ThEv Eb2vyy | [Ebkvn) LA
KLz, 503 EOFECEDLLT, BHHHEOAEEORSENBET 2 0O T LT T =
EDTRENTND,

79



X7 BAHDSNMNHE OEREIZSDZEBHEINE HNITHONT

Z515
Jisy oA 16%
22%

bHOREZ)
g
13%

HEV DI _
20%
—EHHEh R
A
29%

—5 T, BN E OFEDT =2 ERD L 29%DFAIE 2585 | ThorREZH A
D1 BBATE, 29%DFAEE TELLEBWNZIRN] LRIZL, 2%F ([HEE bﬁWJ\F%b
v BRI Uz, BEmHE ClIWFEAEoHIZiE, BEME Ao ot LTI <wﬁﬁﬂﬁ%
Do LU, R=BIOFEN TETZBSOHILIE KT S ERIZEL TR, ZudiFEa a8
WENIESND,

F21x, BAHE2ASOHICEKE D) ORIE T V—F T iz, BRFEESNE (HORHMEIC X
Rk T =) OVEEEHE LI LOTH D, ZoRNGIT, MiiEHS @Fﬂmjkmbéé
EHE=N %* BEAOSMENENEFBH L TND 2 ERNbnsd, £ LTI oMmx, BN L st

TS AEICbRRTH D, BETIIMEEDOAEE TN A2 THot) 7285 AnZ ITRnas,
F%@OJF%éﬁf%o_OJkEKLtéﬁi PR FZE ~OSMEERTROK T TEVVER D B
Do Tl LZORNLET TR, HWOREOREEMNH 572D, BRFEA~OEL SN SD S b

BHICRYT 4 TR BE 52 T 5 55 2 S LV, BUFEIBETMIEET 2%E0 5 LT
Z THige) EHD KEFHATEA RN -, BERFEIZEVIZSINL TV U2 | ERRICE S
LTWo AR S H LT Th D,
F2 BHiD THIE) FBRRKICES S BRFEBSME O OE

iz Moo LB D REHE BAifEfE BAiAMER

o/ 78.7% (200) 77.6% (176) 86.3% (24)
HOHREZHED 72.4% (98) 69,5% (68) 79.4% (30)

EHHEBN RN 73.8% (72) 67.2% (12) 75.2% (60)

BHE L Bblien 72.8% (45) 63.9% (7) 74.5% (38)

Eb7eun 69.6% (48) 63.0% (5) 70.3% (43)
W) FEMNEE S 7 T Y —FOREEE

ZI T, SIOITEERTFEN 1503 LEMR [CHX DB EZRHEET 27202, 77— FOFRET

fEHR Y X NEBRAET o7, HEIN
WTAY 2 L0 4F X272 o 7,

XL 2 2H D . TN THERY:
BATTPHIC O TR TR E 72 o e E D ZE N EMTH H, L

2l U CRIheHc oo

L. TR ORI 218 U CRT-CHUTO TR 2 L 0 & ISR o 7oy ZEZEICSR5



& BEROBE 25 Ui A EERE OMIFHTIR o T BE 2 AEDMTO LN A TR (—HRAIIZ,
HELEELSIAA T AL EbNDS) P&, AEOEEZ L Z LN LW EHEIND, £
T, VA NEREWD FEEZRAWE, ZOFETE, TREROBRMICOWTIRERIRED U 2 K
22—V HEL, 2D H0 1 DRT 2B EERICT A LRI YT, 2 2—rDHb—J
[F42OEANGEENTZY A b, &9 —HiE BRI TRIANZOWT, K0 aFEiziolz) H5
Wi DR, BTSRRIl 720 e L9127 o72) NS SOHENRGENTZY A N TH
5, LT, HBxaonzU A oG, BCY TUIELHEEDNW DFET D0, HEEFRE L
THH 9 CAFICEBOE Y — O ETEE Y A M E2RT)

U2 NEBROT A — NE RS
(BEEFITIZ,. 2V DONRE—2DHH 1| DEF T U H LNIRT)

24 TRBRRERR OB ) ORZERCTER 218 L THRIZPELTZZ LIZHONT, UTD I B DY
TFEDINEEZ TSN, ENZRALENTITRLS, BUTELMEHEEE L TSN,

(RHE—21) (RHE—22)
cHEESEICOWTEZIEENME LN EESEICOWTE Z HEEME LT
s TN—T T — 7 ORERMBE ST, « TN—T T — 7 ORERMBE LT,

- BITTCHCOTITANZ OWTHERASE S« BIFT-CHOCOTITRNZ DUV THERD S 5
nic, iz,

PRSI DRI 252 T T, s RS B RFRIE 52T T,

c BAOHC O THETANIZ DWW T, LD i

272577,

25 [REHIREOROIEH ] ORFERTES 2B L THRTEPELTZZ LITHONT, LITFD I b oY
TUFFELDEZZATIEEY, ENEBATETIHRLS BTUTELEBEEREZEL T ESN,

(F—21) (NHF—22)

- ARAI7RFE ORI BT, - ARERTE ORI BT,

s IRADEFX— g3 N EmE ST, IR DEF_N— 3 UNEE ST,
MMORETHHERRAPLEE LV EE - ORETHEERADNE E L b
L7 U7z,

Rk, BATRICHER Lo & o7, R, BRI HERM L7z & Bo T,
Rk, BT RR T E o0 E D X
NN TpoTz,

ZOFECIE, ERROEESHEE LSS T AZMERET D TRN/Z2IN TS, FEEEITEDIE
HNYUTITFE S LB aREd 5 0BERR W20, [ eHiocofBTAIz >\ T, X 4Fxiz
ot sk, BRI RIECEE-WEES L oickhot-) LWIOHERROEE 2 RATENE

81



IMEHE LR THED S O LET, Hx ATIEHRLS BFAEIZONT 2 2OF = OFEfEIZ En
<HBWVOENRD L NEFHERTIUL, BINENEEBICOWT EDOREDOEIGOFAENASITY TLE
HEBZTDMFHETE S, UARNERIL, fx AOTTA R —IZEE LN, 7 akic
DWTEEFF SNTREZWET D HELEE 25,

FERIT, B 24 12N, S L 4B OPHENZNZEI 214 & 192 TH Y, FatiH
BRENDD Z ENbhoTz (p=0.027) . %[ 25125\ T, 5 BIRA L 4 B OEHERTHEN
141 L 121 THY . ZTHL LMEHNCHERENS D Z LN Dh o7 (p=0.029) . PRILFEAZHE LT,
BT O TITFICOWT, K0 FEIZR 2200, FEi-PRRTEHEIWE D K912k 50%
MWD ZENboT, W, 214-192=022 72D T, REEZED 55 2%FREN [RITT=CHICO T
FHZOWT, K0IFEITRo70) EB X FRRIC 20%FEEEAS [iEk, B R IRCEiE - S
EolZ7eoTn) EFBXTWD EHEESND,

8. Enm

I BIRD 5D S & HEIT, HIOREIC SV IZNR TR SN, o FBibsnz7 7 r—
FEMEU T, B BICRENRFZOEREE L T D, IERIESTBIER TIX, ke 2@ U T, &
T DICHBBGREIC D TS A 1R L T D, A Bid, @RS V—TF T — 7 | #hah
Fhp LR LT, HIl~OEF T TR EERMRRERN D, A EORERIE S0 BT
O, £ BECMEOR RSB CRESHIR ST D, BE A FE L 7= 7058 2B
LT = MERPD S, BRFEITAEET D OB S5 25 S LB OM BN D, il ~D7E
WHEO D& 2t L7- Z Vo Te, Bl 1238 UC, A BNk, R bainEhicpy
by, M-S ERT 2BROBRBHIFTX 5,

AFROFALAEREE 2 5 L, FROMTOEEZ LT 5 2 & NFRRLTFED 5D S EHBITHBT
HIDMROFRICEND LB O, IERBHBEZESCTFROA =7 F 712X S &K
MORFOBRZ BT 2 Z L ZRE LTV, B/ 52RO MASCHIRORHEIZ SOV THEOE 9
A2 R 0, BAETLBRAEREDIZINZE O L E2RA L, Hil-flmz25s 2 LRSS,
T Ok D el L AR OB A U T, oA L O A® U CARBSRRea I 2 = —v 3 VHE
FDI EI2T T < HilgReSUIZBI T 2 B0 8 TR E V) b HIFF S, AT D O Mg Tkt
TOHHRERNPRED LB DND,

BRI DA B BIE, BUEFEM L CWAERRFE OF | SDGs FH=R0 b ' 7 DOFRE TN #E 4 5K
CTeB RS NTZ, 2O Z EbIE, SDGs FE A58k T 5 2 ENMETLEBZZ biLd, DR
OFE LT, K VFHM7: SDGs IZBHT 2 Ak A2t U, £ B3 A D175 EAFE ORI S % 1
Yok CHET 2 Z 23Rk b b, FE Y ZRERIL, EfELDA~OBRGTIEE LT, EfED
AT OFRRAE N AR E L, tOFENERM T I RESFL N FS T EENEE LU,

ST BN 2 N F = DI HELLNEIN B TONIZNZHBRNE D, T o7 — MR ZRESMI K TS
FTHALRNEIITRDTND, Fio, ZLOREEVPEHEAZRALY . HDHVNT 1 DA Z#IR0 -
72035 LRENEL DD, #HETHY TUTED LERAL I REAR, FLAENYTIELRNWEERL SR
HHEZRD AT D,

82



e Z BN
I RIHELZRS (2019) MRS &EEAZICHIT L 150 & LHE | ORI~ & O K
B IRIEHI7R O DOHEtE~ |
(https://www.mext.go.jp/component/a menu/education/detail/ _icsFiles/afieldfile/2019/10/18/1422053 05.pdf,
2023 47 H 24 HRED)
SCERAE (2021) T5ARBCE B 55 & & 5 OHEE
(https://www.mext.go.jp/component/a_menu/education/micro_detail/ _icsFiles/afieldfile/2010/10/07/1298232_07.p
df. 202347 A 24 HBI%)
REFESIED (2020)  TEAEIRIED D AT RERTIEER D TRIE (50 & &) | EIZBT D HFE
AR 19825
NETTE (1987)  [55 S EEROEREREARD () BER OGS [THRFEE FEI0HE 5 1
#8 35, 119-138 H,

83



181 A v Zbea—0ERIEE

[BEmBeEE]

O S OXLEEEHMETHIEDICEDL IR EEITHOTOETD,

O [IEFEARZE ZEDEITHEHFHLTVDED, IV LEHELLHAZTHLL 2T ), AR
HA RT w7 E3H0 90,

®  [HRZERILFON) IXEEE EEWET D, OB A TT D,

® RN FN) 22T, AL HLDED S LEBRS7 v — LB LT ED X S 72k
X 7z & N E T,

0 RNV 5D S EHEBEICOWTOEROBUR LFEIXMTL X 25,

[BamfAE]

® bpioid MEEMARFED IZEDEIIBMLTOET N, SRR OFAEL 7 —T Z A
FLED, TNA—T T == LI TIRDE LT2D,

o [0 FAICHEET, b/, BEKT RENLRTD 2Z0lcbé, b5
SEEEPEDST-ERNET D, WX, 5538 EROGEFTOEFHANIANY F LIZh, )
EDOERENPEDST2DIFNDTT D, BARRRBH A L T 7ZE 0y,

o BAfiLMHE OFAEICHEE £, %ﬁki\%mﬁfr%%%ﬁ%UJ%§Hk%&\%@k@
SHLIELERNEDoT-EBWET),  (BIZIE, BEfNRSD S &I oTc EEWET D,

Eb, SDHI LT AN R EBNETH, ) TOEHRNBEDSTD i%OTT#OE¢%
ZRHEB A LTSN,

O HARTEHINERR, FERE, R TRT T2 5D & EHEOENITTT N,

® 553 LEEH - AR TFORORED EOHSNHRTI-D50 & L AT BnET
7%

o HERTRELTWS [ZTa— L] ICko T, HREDSEDHSEERIIEZDLY £ LD,

(BH7RT=DSD S EERITRLS 2D E LN, ZTNELFHI RV E LD, )
® RPATEFTLFAICHEET, HRTITIIORFLZREOE T, EOHHILRATT N,

84



e 27— MERIE

1 HIRIZOFHEEHZTLIIZEN,
(A 1594
B) 244E
C) 344

2 BRTOMRNZHA T TEE N,
A B

B) %

©) Zofth

3 BRRT-OmAM GHAHET) 28z TSN,
(A) B

B) SEEIET

(©) X

(D) AB L

(E) &/I0fT

(F) IR

G A

H) ZDfh :

1.

4 BHRRT-OBUERFT (HHHE) 282 TS0,
(A) Barfi

B) ERINE

© iRt

(D) B

(B) &Y

(F) MRl

G) A4 E

H) Zofth :

(V)]

(P LMD T1E] OBE)  TRAMAREIEOR] THH%IRY MLA THIV VIER Y i
PTNB T B, AT & :

(o)}

GEM 1.o|EIER 12 454 OFA)  HRER7REORE ) CTHRAERY #HATW D T —<NdHi
X, B2 TS

|

GER LomEIED 13 4] O5E)  HRAERREEIEORFE] TRERV A TW =T —~2H %
TLIEEW, BEHHILGEITETIRRALTZE I,

85



BRI S DL LD D EENET D,
A)Z 5D

B) HLREZ H D

©) EBLBHEBNZ AN

D) HE Y Bbrew

(E) Eb7au

© N o A o W

GRS, T (A bLLLIX B) #ZBRLI-GAS

9 553 LLEULGIE ZHLOLICHRIZIRALTIEI N,

(H =)

RIS, T (A) LI B) #ERLI-GA

10 B72721X 19, | TRIELIESAIEDZ EDMFETT D,

(7) €2 8D
(1) HOFREZESED
(V) EBHEBNZ RN
(=) HE Ep7an
(1) Bb7gn
() HFZBe D & S BUE 3R> T

9.

(8. T (A) LI B) ZENLGLE

11 H7R7201E, TDSDLZ LIV DEHNLEATHETI, HAWITEATWE Lz,

10. W (PR ARIRT [0~15] )

WMET (FAF T FRT [0~15. BIfE

Sl L ORERD D D6, AT E ST asE L < TREALS SN,

Exfls. T (A) HLIiE B) #&®RLGE
12 HRRF, BREEZNREHDOSDL S ETEERNET N,
A) ZITEINE-T=01H
B) HEENZZTEENE-T-0D
C) KERLMYABVNIEZL EANDNDG
D) RO FY 2% TEErD
(B) ENHITED BRRERH D05
F) ZOoERH:

(&M 8.TC). D) . (B Z#RLEEGH)

13 55&8E0n3bne THbvw hEoEbawn TEHE5EH5 02 28R L-ERITeA

<

86



(B HEid)
11.
14 BH7RTIIBTANGF & TT
(7)) 285
(1) HOREZSES
(V) EBHHEBNZRN
(=) HFE D B
) Bz
(7)) GF &R &9 G IR > Tz

15 NEFESH, ElfcRbDIlT AT o T AT 42K LD EDBDHY, TAT T 4T 4 %KL
2HDIZONT ROHIETIE~] LW oeREAEZMES 208DV ¥, KMEFIFIAENENTT,
Hi-0%A, BXASO T 28T ETh,

A o585

B) HHEEEDED
© EbBEBVZRN
D) HFEYEbin
(B) Ebpwn

16 NIZEHE, ERlaRbOITAT T AT 4 ZECDHIERHY ., TAT 0T 4T 4 %KL
HHDIZONT [FRAOHITETIE~]) EWoeRKBIAES ZenH 0 7, UL IFIAENZENTT,
SRT-OE, BRIEEZHO Tt 72L B C £,

A 2585

B) HHEEZIES
C) EBLHEBNZRN
(D) HE Y Ebia
(E) bl

17 AR EEIEOIE ] DR OBIFEICHOWTOH DM/ S—E T —UTHE LTI E I,
% (0~100, 7KNr3—Tig&iR)

18 TREHIZRERIEORERE] ] OFZZERFFIMNEC LR 2B T E S0,

19 EREZFELIH, RAHETT o8 0TI,
(A) 1Ev, RAECEFLET,
B) E7DNY EH AL,
©) Wz, BERLET,

(FRRT 19 TA BN L7255
20 BHARTITEANADKEFITES LT & N E T,

87



12.

oD
HORREZ DD
EbbEbnzan
HFEY Epen
Bbn

A)
B)
©
D)
®)

(BRI 19 TA @R L7355

21 RFPRZER, BEMT TRtk L 72 & W E 377,

Z 959
HOREZE IS
EbbEBN 2N
HFE Y Eblan

s YA

(A)
B)
©
D)
()

(F%M1 19 TB #ER L7258

22 EARAZER . BETTCHE S E T Lo & N E T

Z2/5
bOHBEZ SIS
EHH EHNZ RN
HE Bz
Bz

(A)
(B)
©
(D)
®

(R[] 19 T C ZBR L7 55)
23 BHHTCHELEE L2 E B ET
A 589
B) HHREZHHES
€ EbbEBNR N
D) HFE v Ebo7rn
B) b7z

(LLF 28 ORE—2DH B 1 D% T H MIRT)
24 [HRAPREROBRE] ORESEIZ B U THRIENDELTZZ LIZONT, UTFDH B oY
TEHEIDEEZTLEEN, ENEBAENTIIRL, YTTEAMEARZE LT IEEN,

(RE—21)

c AEEFREICOWTE 2 DS E LT
s TN—T T — 7 ORERMBE ST,

- BT C DO THETAHZ DUV THEIER DS &
nic,

< PRSI DRI 252 T T,

(RNE—22)
cFEEBEIZOWTE 2 DS NS LT
« TN—T T — 7 ORERMBE ST,

- BT E DO THRTAHZ DUV CTHEIER DS &
nic,

s RS B RFRIE 52T T,

88



« BTG OTETAIZOW T, K04
ALY

(LLFD 218 D/RF—2 DD 1 D% T U F KRT)
25 [RAMZREEROBR) ORECFEN 2@ U THRENE T2 Lo T, BLFD ) B oY
TUEEDIDEEZ TSN, ENEEATEDNTIIR, Y UTELEEERIE L TLEE 0,

(INHF—21) (NE—22)

- BRI 72 E ORERDMG BTz, - BAIN 72 E ORBRDMG BT,

s RSO TFR—T g UREFE T, cIRADTTFRN—2 3 R EE 0T,
MORETHHEERMPNLEE LB - OB ETHEERANE E L &
U7, L7,

Rk, BMRISHEM LIz e Bo Tz, Rk, BATERICIEM Lz E o7z,
Rk, BT RIR Tl E o D K
PN RASY

&9



90



(English translation)

Working Group 3

A Study on Hometown Consciousness of Students Who Received Hometown
Education:
The Case of Gifu Prefectural Seki High School

Group Member:
Sun Yuging*

Advisor:
Professor Isamu Okada

*Group Leader

91



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

Table of Contents

Introduction
Background
Research Question
Literature Review
Significance of the Study
Methodology
Results
74  Hometown Education in Gifu Prefecture
7.5  Inquiry-Based Leamning at Seki High School
7.6  Questionnaire Results
7.3.6  Survey Participants
7.3.7 Examples of Inquiry-Based Learning Themes
7.3.8 Class Participation
7.3.9 Time Spent Outside of Class
7.3.10 Hometown Awareness

Conclusion

References

Appendix 1 Interview Questions

Appendix 2 Questionnaire

92



1. Introduction

In light of the current problems in Japan, such as the declining population in rural areas, the
concentration of people in Tokyo, and the aging of the population, hometown education was initiated in
1993 to revitalize local communities, achieve sustainable regional development, and strengthen the bonds
of local residents and their sense of belonging to the community.

This study explores the hometown consciousness of students at Seki High School in Gifu Prefecture and
analyzes how their hometown consciousness is influenced and formed (or not) by inquiry-based learning.

Hometown consciousness in this study refers to the sense of attachment, pride, and belonging to one's
community. Its strengthening is expected to contribute to the development of local communities and

improve the quality of school education.

2. Background

Japanese hometown education has been promoted since the 1990s and is currently being implemented
throughout Japan. Japanese hometown education is aimed at learning about the virtues, developing an
attachment, and promoting young people to live in their hometown (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology, 2021). It is believed that if the young  generation likes their hometowns through
hometown education and wants to live in their hometowns in the future, a series of problems such as
population decline and decline in regional vitality in rural areas can be solved.

Local boards of education formulate detailed hometown education plans tailored to each region,
referring to the nationwide promotion of hometown education. The Gifu Prefectural Board of Education
(2019) states that the purpose of Furusato Education in Gifu Prefecture is "to promote inquiry-based
learning in which students gain a global perspective, learn about local attractions, and collaborate with
residents to solve local problems.”

In response to this national and regional promotion policy, Seki High School in Gifu Prefecture is
actively promoting hometown education with an inquiry-based curriculum. Mr. Naoki Hayashi, a teacher
in charge of inquiry-based learning courses at Seki Highschool, whom we interviewed on June 23, 2023,
introduced to us the inquiry-based learning (IBL) courses, which the students have as part of the
hometown education program at the high school and search for issues in Seki City by themselves and
work in groups.

Although the IBL program offered at Seki High School is a part of hometown education, the school is
designated as a Super Global High School, and also many of its graduates go on to universities outside
Seki City and Gifu Prefecture. In addition, Mr. Hayashi mentioned that students commuting from outside
Seki City are gradually increasing and will likely continue so. Therefore, hometown education and IBL at
Seki High School share the goal of developing a global perspective as well as acquiring desirable outcomes

for the university entrance examinations.

3. Research Question
As mentioned above, hometown education has been proliferated and implemented all around Japan.
However, the relationship between hometown education and the formation of hometown consciousness

among students is not clear. Therefore, this study overviews the promotion of hometown education to date
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and clarifies the effect of IBL, which is a part of hometown education, on hometown consciousness. We
expect our findings to improve hometown education in the future.

Accordingly, we pose the following research questions.

How does Seki High School promote hometown education and IBL?

At Seki High School, which offers hometown education and IBL but whose graduates mostly go
to universities outside, how do students form or reconstruct their "hometown consciousness"
through IBL?

4. Literature Review

Previous studies indicate that hometown consciousness is naturally formed through contact with the
people and environment around them during their childhood, especially in elementary school. Ohno et al.
(2020) surveyed the hometown awareness of three generations in Saitama Prefecture: grandparents,
parents, and the respondents themselves. The results showed that the grandparents' generation
recognized their birthplace as their hometown, while the other two recognized the place where they grew
up as their hometown. In other words, hometown does not include the awareness of ancestors’ hometowns
in the cases of the respondents and their parents. People naturally have a strong sense of hometown to
the place where they grew up when they were young. Also, Kawai (1987) approached hometown
consciousness by surveying elementary school students, junior high school students, and adults living in
Inage Kaihin New Town in Chiba City. The finding showed that more than 40% of adults think of their
life in elementary school when asked about their hometown. They also cited contact with the natural
environment, their neighbors, and friends they played with as sources for their hometown (Kawai 1987).

However, it is also possible that hometown awareness may change through subsequent schooling. It is
crucial to examine the significance and effects of hometown education during secondary school education,
especially during the high school attendance period before moving to other prefectures. Therefore, this
study focuses on the hometown education implemented in Seki High School.

In Gifu Prefecture, the school district system for high school entrance examinations was abolished in
2018, and a system that allows students to commute from a wide area has been introduced. In Seki High
School, many students commuted from outside Seki City or did not live in Seki City during their childhood
or elementary school years. What role the IBL conducted by Seki High School as part of its hometown

education plays in forming students' hometown awareness is worth studying.

5. Significance of the Study

Gifu Prefecture and beyond, the outflow of young human resources to large cities, and the resulting
acceleration of population decline is a social issue. Inevitably, people have residential and occupational
freedom, and hence, students graduating high school go on to higher education or work outside and may
settle down in other prefectures. Against this backdrop, Furusato education hopes to alleviate the
demographic disparity by fostering a sense of hometown and increasing the number of people who return
to their home prefectures or contribute to their home prefectures as a related population. However, to our

knowledge, no study empirically clarified the impact of hometown education on hometown awareness in
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high schools. In this respect, the findings of this study will contribute to the design and implementation of
future hometown education beyond Seki High School and Gifu Prefecture.

6. Methodology

This study uses interviews with teachers and students at Seki High School and a survey of all students
taking IBL. The semi-structured interviews with teachers and students at Seki High School will address
Research Question 1, while the survey and interviews with students at Seki High School will address
Research Question 2.

A survey is fielded to the first and second-year students enrolled in Seki High School in 2023 to analyze
their participation in IBL and their hometown awareness despite different backgrounds, such as living in
Seki City or outside Seki City. The survey was conducted with the assistance of Mr. Naoki Hayashi, a
teacher in charge of IBL, and permission was obtained in advance from the school. The QR code to access
the online survey platform based on Qualtrics was distributed during the IBL class hours with the
cooperation of Seki High School staff, and students were asked to respond to the questionnaire on the day
or afterward. The questionnaire is available in Appendix 2.

We also did two types of interviews. Semi-structured interviews are conducted with Mr. Hayashi and
two younger teachers, who engage in IBL at Seki High School, to clarify the actual situation of hometown
education and IBL, as well as the current state of Seki High School. In addition, group interviews are
conducted with students to get to know their thoughts and memories about hometown education from
elementary school and IBL at Seki High School. The group interview was open to everyone, and school
teachers called anyone willing to participate. There were 22 female and no male participants on the day.
All interviews were conducted with the cooperation of Mr. Hayashi. Appendix 1 summarizes the main
questions for interviews.

A field visit in Seki City was conducted from October 3 to 5, 2023. The first stage was interviews with
teachers and observation of IBL classes at Seki High School on October 3-4, 2023. At this stage, we could
grasp how hometown education and IBL are operated and how teachers perceive the current state. Next
on October 5, interviews with students were conducted to gather information on their attitudes and
experiences. After concluding the field visit, a one-week survey was conducted from November 14 to 18,
targeting students taking IBL. In addition, we visited the Gifu Prefectural Government and other high

schools in Seki. Table 1 summarizes the schedule.

13.
Table 1 Field Survey Schedule
October 3 Seki High School
October 4 Azakura Municipal Elementary School
Seki Municipal Business and Engineering High School
Seki High School
October 5 Gifu Prefectural Government
Sekiuchi Prefectural High School
Seki High School
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14.

7. Results

15. This section reports the main findings. After explaining hometown education in Gifu Prefecture,
the characteristics and current status of hometown education at Seki High School will be clarified. Then,
we analyze the results from the survey, which reveal students' awareness of their hometown, their positive
attitude toward classes, and the amount of time they spend studying outside of class.

16.
7.1 Hometown Education in Gifu Prefecture

According to the Ministry of Education (MEXT 2011), hometown education is purported to nurture
individuals who are attached to their local community and who will contribute to it in the future. Apart
from that, Gifu Prefecture has been working on hometown education to help students think about their
own future goals after acquiring knowledge and values independently through hometown education.

Gifu Prefectural Government and prefectural high schools promote and implement hometown
education through IBL programs that emphasize students' global perspectives while also giving them a
sense of the region's attractions and working with local people to solve local problems (Gifu Prefectural
Board of Education, 2019). This approach is envisioned to help students go beyond knowledge acquisition
to develop practical problem-solving skills and cultivate a sense of social responsibility. In addition, by
actively addressing local issues, students will gain experience that will be useful in their career choices.
These efforts are supposed to contribute to students’ learning and local community development.

In Gifu Furusato Education, all prefectural high schools are classified into four different groups based
on regional characteristics. Seki High School, which is the focus of this study, has been selected as a Super
Global High School and is classified into the group of "high schools that explore issues from a global
perspective.”

The IBL’s actual content is left to the discretion of each school (Gifu Prefectural Board of Education,
2019). This flexibility allows each school to create the best educational program for its unique
characteristics and local needs, and to provide more effective and engaging learning opportunities for its
students.

According to an interview with the National High School Festival Promotion Division of the Gifu
Prefectural Government, Gifu hometown education has the following effects. The program is aimed to
function as a countermeasure against truancy for students who are not attending school, by enabling them
to discover their interests and dreams through IBL and to enjoy and enrich their school time. In addition,
despite the fact that knowledge learned in school may not be directly applied in their future career, IBL
helps students step out into the wider society where they can cultivate practical skills and experience. In
particular, interacting with local people and businesses would help students improve their social and
communication skills. The program is expected to promote the students' skill development and growth

and enhance their future adaptability to society.

7.2 Inquiry-Based Learning at Seki High School
According to an interview with Mr. Hayashi, Seki High School was founded in 1921 and, throughout its
history, has been known as one of the most highly-graded schools in the prefecture. Evidently, most
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graduates go on to universities, and the school is selected as a Super Global High School. The school
emphasizes collaboration with community members, other junior high schools, high schools, and
universities, and actively organizes a variety of events and projects.

IBLis an important part of Seki High School and is a required subject for first and second-year students.
In the IBL class held every Tuesday, first-year students individually research local issues on the themes
related to the SDGs and discover their interests and concerns. As students move into the second year, they
are encouraged to form groups on topics of similar interests and work together. There is no limit to the
number of students in a group.

Group interviews with Seki High School students revealed that many of them found it uneasy to learn
about the SDGs individually during their freshman year. Some students also found it hard to find topics
that matched their interests and concerns and felt that they lacked a clear direction for their learning.
These students tended to take over topics that their seniors had previously worked on or chose the same
topics as their friends. However, in their second year, as they began to engage in group work and actual
projects, they seemed to find it less difficult and more enjoyable to work with other students helping each
other. Several students mentioned that group activities beyond class boundaries and off-campus activities
led to increased acquaintances. Through such activities, students are encouraged to develop diverse ideas
and opinions and broaden their learning.

17.  Seki High School, in cooperation with the NPO Vousmelan, created original textbooks and
materials for IBL, such as local issues and group worksheets. In addition, short presentations are held
regularly using original materials and other resources. These allow students and teachers to monitor their
progress, exchange ideas, and improve their presentation skills. Seki High School provides students with
opportunities for practical and independent learning and encourages their growth and contribution
through collaboration with the local community.

18.  Inaddition, according to Mr. Hayashi's viewpoint, Seki High School's IBL program aims not only
to promote young generations’ future stay in the community, but also to improve the students' skills.
Interviews with the Gifu Prefectural Board of Education revealed similar opinions. Specifically, the
program places particular emphasis on the ability to think and identify problems through individual
research, the ability to express and make presentations, cooperation, and leadership skills developed
through group work, and the social manners and communication skills fostered through contact with the
local community. These experiences and skills are considered important for students as mature
individuals and active members of society.

19.
7.3 Questionnaire Results
In this subsection, we summarize the results of a survey conducted from November 14 to 18 with all

first- and second-year students taking IBL courses.

7.3.1 Survey Participants

The survey was completed by 447 students taking the IBL. Of these, 257 were first-year and 190 were
second-year students. 55% of the survey participants were originally from Seki City, followed by
Minokamo City (Figure 1). In addition, 59% of the participants currently resided in Seki City (Figure 2).
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Minokamo City

Figure 1: Student's hometowns
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Figure 2: Current address of students
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7.3.2 Examples of Inquiry-Based Learning Themes

Model United Nations

The Model United Nations is a process in which each student acts as an ambassador for a country,

Below, we present the Model United Nations and Horado Kiwi initiatives as actual examples of the

themes of inquiry learning, based on interviews with Mr. Hayashi and students.

carrying out his or her assigned role while negotiating and debating national and international interests.
This project is open not only to students from Seki High School but also to students from other middle and

high schools. Through communication with students from different schools, students will experience the
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importance of exchanging views and cooperation from different perspectives, and gain a deeper
understanding and insight into contemporary international issues. Students are expected to acquire
practical skills, as well as a global perspective, and participate proactively and positively in the

international community.

Horado Kiwi

Students develop products utilizing the kiwi produced in the Horado district of Seki City. They publicize
the appeal of Horado Kiwi by creating products using them. One successful product is a yakiniku sauce
and salad dressing made from Horado kiwi, which is now sold in many stores. The products are made by
processing the Horado kiwi, enhancing its unique flavor. The delicately crumbled pulp is mixed into the
seasoning, and the students appeal that "you can enjoy the fruity flavor as if you were eating the kiwi as
it i18.” As a local specialty, this product is not only a new attraction for the Horado Kiwi but also a
contribution to the local food culture. The development of products that make use of local ingredients
contributes to the revitalization of the local economy and the promotion of local products, and students

develop a sense of pride and attachment to their region.

7.3.3 Class Participation

In the survey, students expressed their self-reported activeness in the IBL classes by percentage,
which reflects their willingness and participation level. The most frequent response was 91% to 100%,
followed by 71% to 80%, which indicates that most students are actively participating in class at a very

high rate.
Figure 3: Activeness toward IBL classes (students' self-assessment)
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7.3.4 Time Spent Outside of Class
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Although the IBL content is designed to be completed in class time, the amount of time spent learning
outside of class indicates the degree to which students are engaged in learning independently and their
interest in and commitment to IBL.

The result in Figure 4 shows that most students voluntarily spent time outside of class time, about
87.4% of the total. The most selected response was from 1 to 3 hours, which accounted for about 66.6% of
the total. Some students spend more than 6 hours. Teachers involved in IBL at Seki High School refer to
students who actively participate in these off-campus activities as ffontrunners (this term is not used in
communication with students). The frontrunners voluntarily use their personal time. For example, they
run an Instagram account dedicated to their activities, edit photos and texts, and share information and
scenes of their activities on social networking sites. The existence of frontrunners demonstrates that
students with high motivation and initiative to learn actively expand their learning opportunities beyond

a limited time and place.

21. Figure 4: Time spent outside of class time for IBL (weekly average)
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7.3.5 Hometown Awareness

In this section, we analyze the respondents’ hometown awareness and IBL’s influence. We start by
ascertaining whether the respondents have hometown awareness and will analyze the data separately for
students who are from within and outside Seki City. Furthermore, at the end of the survey, we conducted
a list experiment to verify the impact of IBL on hometown awareness.

When students were asked about the existence of their hometowns, 90% of them answered yes or
somewhat yes;, 6% answered undecided and the remaining 4% answered not very much or not at all
(Figure 5). This answer distribution shows that the majority of students feel they have a hometown.

We next asked them whether they felt that Seki City was their “jimoto (local).” We considered jimoto
the most appropriate to capture students' self-identity. If one were asked, "Do you consider yourself a Seki
citizen?' it would be common to assume one's family or residential registration, instead of self-
identification. In contrast, asking whether or not one is jimoto is a more subjective way of asking about

the location of one's identity, even though how one interprets this depends on each one’s interpretation.
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Figure 5: Whether Students Have a Hometown
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Figure 6: Whether Students from Seki think Seki City is their Hometown
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Extracting data from students from Seki City (Figure 6), 93% of them answered agree or agree to some
extent; 4% answered undecided and 3% answered not so much or not agree. Regardless of whether or not

they have a hometown, the results indicate that the majority of students from Seki City feel that it is their
hometown.

Figure 7: Whether Students from Outside Seki Have a Hometown
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On the other hand, looking at data from students who are not from Seki City (Figure 7), 29% of them
chose to agree or somewhat agree, 29% were undecided, and 42% chose not so much agree or disagree.
They apparently tend to have difficulty perceiving Seki-shi as their hometown. However, about 30%

answered that they feel Seki City is their hometown, which can be assumed to be due to the influence of
IBL.
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Table 2 calculates the average level of participation in IBL (as a percentage based on self-assessment)
for each group of respondents who feel that Seki City is their jimoto. The table shows that students who
feel that Seki City is their jimoto reported a higher level of participation in IBL. This trend is also true for
students living in Seki City and those living outside. While not many students living outside of Seki City
consider it to be their jimoto, those who agree or agree to some extent tend to actively participate in IBL
to a much greater extent. However, it is difficult to say from this table alone that enthusiastic participation
in IBL has a positive impact on hometown awareness because of the possibility of reverse causality. It is
possible that students who currently reside outside of Seki City feel that they participate enthusiastically
in IBL because they originally felt strongly that Seki City is their jimoto.

Table 2: Mean Differences in IBL Activeness Based on Jimoto Perceptions

Do you consider Seki City "jimotd"? | All respondents | Lives in Seki | Lives  outside
City Seki City

I think so. 78.7% (200) 77.6% (176) | 86.3% (24)

I agree to some extent. 72.4% (98) 69,5% (68) 79.4% (30)

Can't say either way 73.8% (72) 67.2% (12) 75.2% (60)

I don't think so. 72.8% (45) 63.9% (7) 74.5% (38)

I don't think 69.6% (48) 63.0% (5) 70.3% (43)

Note: the number of respondents per category in parenthesis

To further examine the impact of the exploratory study on hometown awareness, a simple list
experiment was conducted at the end of the questionnaire. Two questions were prepared, each of which
aimed to find out whether the students (1) increased affection or (2) wanted to work in Seki City or their
local municipalities more through participating in IBL. It is remarkable that directly asking students will
strongly bias students to respond following the expectations of those involved in conducting the survey,
including teachers (commonly referred to as social desirability bias), making it difficult to gauge their true
perceptions.

Therefore, we used a method called a list experiment. In this method, two lists of answer choices were
prepared for each question, and only one of them was randomly assigned to each respondent: one list
contained four items, and the other list contained five items. The additional items are 7 like Seki City and
local municipalities more in the first question and 7 would like to work in Seki City or Gifu Prefecture in
the futurein the second. The respondents were then asked to indicate the number of items from the given

list that applied to them. The actual question text and item list for each pattern are shown below.

Questions for the list experiment

(Each respondent is randomly shown one of two possible patterns)

24 Please indicate how many of the following match your feelings after participating in the IBL classes

and activities. Please answer the number of items that match, not which specific ones you chose.

(Pattern 1) (Pattern 2)
I had a chance to think about social issues. | I had a chance to think about social issues.
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I gained a group work experience. I gained a group work experience.

I gained knowledge about Seki City and I gained knowledge about Seki City and
local municipalities. local municipalities.

I received special awards from the school or I received special awards from the school or
the society. the society.

I like Seki City and local municipalities

more

26 Please indicate how many of the following match your feelings after participating in the IBL classes

and activities. Please answer the number of items that match, rather than which specific ones you

chose.
(Pattern 1) (Pattern 2)
I gained the experience of self-motivated I gained the experience of self-motivated
learning. learning.
I am now more motivated to study. I am now more motivated to study.
I felt that the inquiry-based style was I felt that the inquiry-based style was
desirable in other classes. desirable in other classes.
I wanted to run for mayor of Seki in the I wanted to run for mayor of Seki in the
future. future.
I want to work in Seki City or Gifu
Prefecture in the future.

This method is devised to avoid the social desirability bias described above. Since participants do not
have to indicate which items they thought match their feelings, they do not have to report whether they
chose "I like Seki City and local municipalities more" or "I now want to work in Seki City or Gifu Prefecture
in the future."” Regardless, the difference in the means between answers for the two patterns would tell
what percentage of students thought the added items matched their feelings. The list experiment is a way
to measure the average effect for the entire sample, while still respecting the privacy of each individual.

The results showed that for the first question, the means of the 5- and 4-choice options were 2.14 and
1.92, respectively, with a statistical significance (p=0.027). For the second question, the means of the 5-
and 4-choice options were 1.41 and 1.21, respectively, again a statistically significant difference (p=0.029).
It was found that there was an effect of liking Seki City and local municipalities more through IBL and
an effect of becoming more interested in working in Seki City or Gifu Prefecture. Since 2.14 - 1.92 = 0.22,
about 22% of all respondents would think that they liked Seki City and local municipalities more, and
about 20% thought that they wanted to work in Seki City and Gifu Prefecture in the future.

8. Conclusion

7 To ensure that students do not know which of the two patterns they have been assigned, they are asked not to divulge
the contents of the survey until the survey period is over. Also, because problems arise when many respondents select
all items or none of the items, we have included items that everyone would think apply to them and that most would
think do not.
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Hometown education in Gifu Prefecture is developed with content based on regional characteristics and
provides students to acquire learning through a flexible and decentralized approach. At Seki High School
in Gifu Prefecture, students are allowed to address local issues through IBL. Through individual research,
group work, and community visits, students are expected to develop not only a love for the community,
but also practical experience that will help them develop their own problem-solving skills and sense of
social responsibility, or discover goals and values and personal growth. The results of a survey conducted
by Seki High School showed that IBL helped students develop a positive attitude and a sense of hometown,
and promoted a deeper connection to the community. Through increased awareness, it is expected that
students will develop a desire to be actively involved in social activities and contribute to the local
community in the future.

Based on the findings of this study, we believe that strengthening cooperation among high schools will
lead to further development in hometown education for schools and students, and we propose that regular
opportunities for exchange between high schools be held at the initiative of the Gifu Prefectural Board of
Education and schools. It is expected that teachers and students will discover more and gain new
perspectives through opportunities to learn from each other about different schools' approaches and
regional characteristics. Through such opportunities for collaboration and exchange, it is expected not only
to improve human relations and communication skills through interaction with students from other
schools, but also to deepen students' understanding of and attachment to the community and its culture,
and to increase students' sense of contribution to the local community.

Students at Seki High School expressed difficulty in learning about the SDGs and selecting topics in the
exploratory studies currently being conducted. This suggests that SDG learning needs to be strengthened.
As an example of this mechanism, more detailed knowledge of the SDGs should be provided and students'
progress in their learning should be monitored at appropriate points in time. After the topic has been
selected, it would be desirable to set up a consultation session for students to provide logistical support

and to allow students to observe presentations by other grades.
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Appendix 1 Interview Questions
Teachers at Seki High Schooll

® What do you do to promote hometown education?

® (Can you elaborate on how you design IBL? Are there any standards or guidebooks?

® Do you think IBL is important? Why do you think so?

® What changes do you think have occurred in the student’s hometown awareness and global
perspectives as a result of the IBL program?

® What are the current status and challenges for schools regarding IBL and hometown education?

Students of Seki High School]

® How have you participated in IBL? Did you form groups with students from diverse backgrounds?
How did you decide on your group's theme?

® To students from Seki City, do you think your sense of hometown has changed after taking IBL at
Seki High School? (For example, has the range of places you consider to be your hometown
expanded?) When did your hometown awareness change?

® We ask this question to students who are from outside of Seki City. Do you think your sense of
hometown has changed after taking IBL at Seki High School? (For example, do you think Seki City
has become your hometown, or do you think you have two hometowns?) When did your awareness
change? Please explain the specific reason.

® What are the differences in hometown education you received in elementary, middle, and high school?

®  Which part of the hometown education/IBL class do you think changed your hometown awareness?

® Has your sense of hometown changed as a result of the "Global Perspective" program promoted at
Seki High School? (Has your sense of hometown been strengthened or weakened?)

® To students who are going to college, would you choose a university outside of your prefecture? What

are your reasons?
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Appendix 2 Questionnaire
1 What is your grade level?

(D) First-year student

(E) Second-year student

(F) Third-year student

26 What is your gender?
(D) Male
(E) Female
(F) Other:

27 What is your place of birth (city/village/town)?
(D  Seki city
(J) Minokamo City
(K) Mino City
(L) Gujo City
(M) Fuka Town
(N) Gifu City
(O) Nagoya City
(P) Other:
22.
28 What is your current address (city/village/town)?
(D  Seki city
(J) Minokamo City
(K) Mino City
(L) Gujo City
(M) Fuka Town
(N) Gifu City
(O) Nagoya City
(P) Other:
23.
29 (If your answer to question 1. is "first-year student") Please tell us about any topics you would like to
work on/are currently working on in the IBL:
24.
30 (If your answer to Question 1. is "second-year student") Please tell us about any themes you are
currently working on during IBL:
31 (If your answer to Question 1. is "third-year student") What topics have you worked on in the past
during IBL? If you have more than one theme, please list them all.
25.
32 Do you think you have a hometown?
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26. (A) I agree.

27. (B) I agree to some extent.
28. (C) I can't say either.

29. (D) I don’t agree so much.
30. (E) I don't agree.

(If you selected (A) or (B) in question 8.)
33 Please write here the place that you feel is your hometown freely.

(If you selected (A) or (B) in question 8.)
34 Do you like your hometown answered in 9?
(A) T agree.
(B) 1 agree to some extent.
(O Ican'tsay either.
(D) Idont agree so much.
(E) Idon'tagree.
(F) 1don't have feelings of like or dislike.
31.
(If you selected (A) or (B) in question 8.)
35 How long have you lived or lived in the hometown?
32. From the age of 5 years old ("0~15" by pulldown selection)
Up to the age of (pull-down selection "0~15, current")

If you have moved before, please describe in detail how long and where you lived.

(If you selected (A) or (B) in question 8.)
36 Why do you think it is your hometown?
(G) 1wasborn and raised there.
(H) Because the guardians were born and raised there.
(D Ihave alot of friends and acquaintances.
(J) Having undergone "exploratory learning,"
(K) We have a memorable natural environment.
(L) Other reasons:.
(If you selected (C), (D), or (E) in question 8.)
37 What is the reason why you chose "don't agree", "don't agree so much", or "can't say either" that you
have a hometown?
(Free description)
33.
38 Do you like Seki City?
(A Tagree.
(B) I agree to some extent.
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(C) Ican'tsay either.

(D) Idon't agree so much.

(E) Idon't agree.

(F) Idon't have feelings of like or dislike.

39 People may feel a sense of identity with various things, such as a house, a city, or a country, and they
may use expressions such as "In my jimoto..." about what they feel an identity with. The way people
feel 1s different for each person. In your case, do you feel that Seki City is your "jimoto"?

(A Tagree.

(B) I agree to some extent.
(O Ican'tsay either.

(D) Idont agree so much.
(E) Idon'tagree.

40 People may feel a sense of identity with various things, such as a house, a city, or a country, and they
may use expressions such as "In my jimoto..." about what they feel an identity with. The way people
feel is different for each person. In your case, do you feel that Gifu Prefecture is your "jimoto"?

(A) 1 agree.

(B) 1 agree to some extent.
(O Ican't say either.

(D) Idon't agree so much.
(E) Idon't agree.

41 Please indicate your self-evaluation of your level of participation during the IBL class, expressed as a

percentage.

42 How much time did you spend outside of class time on IBL"

43 Do you intend to go on to a university after high school?
(D) Yes, I will be going to college.
(E) We do not know yet.
(F) No, I will get a job.

(If A is selected in question 19)
44 Would you like to go to a university outside of your prefecture?
(A) T agree.
(B) 1agree to some extent.
(O Ican'tsay either.
(D) Idont agree so much.
(E) Idon't agree.
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34.

(If A is selected for question 19)

45 Do you want to work in Seki City after graduation?

(A) TIagree.

(B) 1 agree to some extent.
(O Ican't say either.

(D) Idont agree so much.
(E) Idon'tagree.

(If you chose B for question 19)

46 Do you want to go on to higher education or find a job in Seki City after graduating from high school?

(A) T agree.

(B) 1 agree to some extent.
(O Ican'tsay either.

(D) Idont agree so much.
(E) Idon'tagree.

(If C is selected for question 19)
47 Do you want to work in Seki City?
(A) T agree.
(B) I agree to some extent.
(©) Ican'tsay either.
(D) Idon’t agree so much.
(E) Idon't agree.

(Randomly indicate one of the following two patterns)

48 Please indicate how many of the following match your feelings about the lessons and activities of the

IBL. Please answer the number of items that match your feelings, rather than which ones you chose.

(Pattern 1)

I had a chance to think about social issues.
I gained a group work experience.

I gained knowledge about Seki City and
local municipalities.

I received special awards from the school or
the society.

I like Seki City and local municipalities
more

(Pattern 2)

I had a chance to think about social issues.
I gained a group work experience.

I gained knowledge about Seki City and
local municipalities.

I received special awards from the school or
the society.

(Randomly indicate one of the following two patterns)

49 Please indicate how many of the following match your feelings about the lessons and activities of the

IBL. Please answer the number of items that match your feelings, rather than which ones you chose.
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(Pattern 1)

I gained the experience of self-motivated
learning.

I am now more motivated to study.

I felt that the inquiry-based style was
desirable in other classes.

I wanted to run for mayor of Seki in the
future.

I want to work in Seki City or Gifu
Prefecture in the future.

(Pattern 2)

I gained the experience of self-motivated
learning.

I am now more motivated to study.

I felt that the inquiry-based style was
desirable in other classes.

I wanted to run for mayor of Seki in the
future.
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